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LIFE 


| Dr Ew Stillngftet 


- LATE 
woe Biſhop of 2 eſter, Kc. , 


0 give a true and Yooly De- 
| ſcription of this great and de- 
ſervedly celebrated Biſhop, 
might indeed require Abilities 

like his own, the ſame Talents of 

Wiſdom, Eloquence, Quickneſs of 

Apprehenſi ion, Depth of Judgment, 

and a near inſight into theſe ſeveral 

ſorts of Learning he was ſo intimately 
acquainted with, and which appeared 
ſo conſpicuous in all his Writings; but 
yet J hope the Reader will not chink 
it N in one of a very diffe- 
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kent Character, to attempt doing him 

ſome Right in this reſpect, rather than 
ſuffer the Memory of ſo every way ac- 
compliſh'd a Prelate, and ſo ſingularly 
learned an Author to grow into decay, 
and by degrees lie buried in Obſcurity; 
except among ſuch as ſhall have the 
advantage of peruſing his incompara- ; 
ble Writings. ,. 

It were much to be wiſh'd this Pro- 
vince had been undertaken. by ſome 
abler Hand, and one who had the Hap- 
pineſs of 'a more familiar acquaintance 
with him, and who oni thereby |} 
have been able to relate many things 
to his deſerved Honour, which „ 
wiſe are never like to be retrieved. 

But it 15 ſeldom Mens lot to have 
their due Encomiurs given them when 
gone, howſoever admired and celebra- 


ted whilſt alive. The Judicious and 
Pious Mr. Hooker, Author of the juſtly 


admired Books of Eccleſſaſtical Polity, 
had been laid in his Grave confide- 
rably longer than he lived; before a- 
ny Attempt was made towards writing 
his Eife; though afterwards he had 
| Right done him, by that Ingenuous 
and F aithful Biographer, Mr. Iſaac Wal- 
tow 5 5 not to mention the Relation of 
354 £ #\ | ano- | 
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late Lord Bip of Wo | 


another, a much greater, but leſs _ 
curate Writer; who taking Things up- 

on truſt, without a due Examination, 
| thereby ſuffered himſelf to be led into 
= £ x divers” notorious Miſtakes concerning | 
„ him. How many too have we known — 

in our own Days, of high Station, and 
ſingularly reno wid for their great A- 
bilities, and the remarkable Services 
they had done either to Church or 
Seats; who have yet had no other Me- 
morial preſerved. of them, than per- 
haps a ſhort Inſcription o__ their 
Monuments F 
Thoſe therefore are not to be bla- Wh 
med, who (whilſt others Who are bet- . 
ter qualified to praiſe Great Men, are . 
| wholly ſilent) cannot contain from 
| lamenting their loſs, and attempting 
to recommend their noble Examples 
to the Admiration and Imitation of fu- 
ture Generations: Such eſpeclally as 
this great Prelate, whoſe Accurate, Jas 
dicious and Nervons Writings,” full of 
| all ſorts of Learning, ſhew him to 
W bave had a juſt Title to Livy's Chara- 
ctet of Cato (L. 59. C. 40.) Natum ad 
id ummm diceres quodcunque | ageret 3 
whoſe Performances were ſo compleat- 1 
ly 1 in their kind, as if he _ 
” A 4 had 


Cranbourn : Where beſides the Educa- 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleer, 
had apply'd himſelf but to that one 
ſort of Study; and yet the Compaſs 
of them was of ſuch extent, and the 
Subjects treated of ſo various, that had 
he not been a Perſon of incomparable 
Parts as well as Diligence, it is not con- 
ceivable how he ſhould ever have at- 
tained to a much leſs meaſure ot Un- 
derſtanding in them all. : p 

He was deſcended from the Family 
of the Stillingfleets of Stillingfleet, a- 
bout four Miles from Tork, where his 
Great Grandfather J7obn Stillingfleet, 
Eſq; Brother to Cuthbert Stillingfleet 
Abbot of York, had a fair Eſtates and 
he was the Seventh Son of Samuel Stil- 
lingfleet, Gent. and Suſanna his Wife, 
the Daughter of Edward Norris of 
Petworth in Suſſex, Gent. who was his 
Godfather as well as Grandfather, and 
from whom he receivid the Name 
Edward. He was born April the 17th, 
1635, at Cranbourn in Dorſetſhire,a place 
of ſame note formerly for a Monaſtery 
founded there by a Nobleman na- 


med Aeilward, in the Year 930, and 


which has had the Honour done it 
ſince, to have the Earls of Salisbury 
to this Day bear the Title of Viſcount 


ti on 
28172 
3 


« 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
tion and Inſtructions he had from his 


Parents in his tender Years, as ſoon 


as his Age capacitated him for it, he 
was committed tothe Care of Mr. Then 
mas Garden, Schoolmaſter there, a 
Man of Eminence and Character in his 


Profeſſion. 


Under whom he made ſo condi. 
ble a Progreſs, that here he continued 
till the time drew on, that it would be 
proper to ſettle him in the Univerſity. 
In order whereunto he was removed 
for a while 0 Ringwood in Hampſhire, 
and put under the care of Mr. Baulch, 
jg the view of an Exhibition, anci- 
ently given for ſuch Scholars as ſhould 
be elected thence to either of the U- 
niverſities, by William Lynne, Eſq. 
Founder of that School. 


Hence he was elected at Midſum- 


mer, 1648, and Michaelmas next fol- 


lowing he was admitted into St. Fohn's - 
Colledge in Cambridge, under the Tut- 


tion of Mr. Pickering. one of the Fel- 
lows, and about fin Weeks after, on 
November the 8th. was admitted a 
Scholar of the Houſe upon the Right 


Honourable the Earl of Salisbury's 
Nomination. 
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The Life of Biſhop Stillingfleet, 
In which lower ſtation he acquit- 
ted himſelf with ſuch Applauſe, and 
was taken ſo much notice of for his ſin- 
gular Ingenuity and conſtant Improve- 
ment of it by a diligent Application 
to his Studies, that no ſooner had he 
commenced Batchelour of Arts, but 
the very next Election he was choſen 
a Fellow of the College, and admitted 


as ſuch March the 31ſt. 1653. that fo 


he might not want any advantages 
in order to the better progreſs and 
ſucceſs in his Studies, which an Acca- 
demick Life affords, nor the College 
or Univerſity want ſo highly valuable 
a Member, as they well foreſaw he muſt 
needs prove. 

W hilſt he was Batchelour, he was 
appointed Tripos, and was much ap- 
plauded for his witty and inoffenſive 
Speech on that occaſion, but this did 


not take him off from his ſevere and 
more uſeful Studies: For here he plied 


them hard, and made great uſe of a 
good Library belonging to that Col- 
lege; and as ſoon as he was ſtanding 
he took his Degree of Maſter of Arts, 
but before that he withdrew a while 
from the Univerſity to live at Wrox- 
hal in Warwi: kſhire with Sir Roger Bur- 


gory, 


. 


late 11 Biſlup of Woiceſler. 


goin, Bar. a Perſon of great Piety, Pru- 
dence and Learning, to — he had 
been recommended by Dr. Paman, one 
of the Fellows of that College, and 
afterwards Maſter of the Faculties at 


Lambeth, under his Grace Dr. William 


Sancroft, Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 


bury; and how well he approv'd him- 


ſelf here, appear'd, not only from Sir 
Roger's kindneſs. to him whilſt in his 
Family; and his unwillingneſs to part 
with him, but always by his unuſual 
Reſpect to him, when he made him 
Viſits, and . afterwards eſpecially by 
his preſenting him to a conſiderable 
Living. 

At his departure thence, whether 
he retired again for a while to the Col- 
lege, or went immediately from Wrox- 
hall to Notin gham, I am not certain, 
but nds he removed thither 
ſoon after. For the Honourable Francis 
Pierrepoint, Eſq; Brother to the laſt 
and great Uncle. to the preſent Mar- 
queſs of Dorcheſter, wanting a Tutor 
for his eldeſt Son Mr. Robert Pierre- 


point, (ſince divers times Burgeſs in 


Parliament for the Town of Notling- 
bam) and ns oy Ae to make an al 
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\ The Life of Dr 0 Stillingfleet, 
of Worth and Learning to undertake 
the Employment, Mr. Stilling fleet was 


ſoon pitch d upon, and prevailed with 


to accept it. 


And here beſides his Attendance in 


his proper Province, the Inſtruction 
of the young Gentleman, he found 
time to ſet about the writing his Ireni- 
cum s Which he afterwards profeſſes him- 
ſelf to have publiſhed, hoping by it to 
bring over thoſe to a compliance with the 
Church of England (then like to be 
re-eſtabliſhed ) who ſtood off upon the 
ſuppoſition that Chriſt had appointed a 
Presbyterian Government to be always 
continued in his Church, and therefore 
thought Prelacy was to be deteſted as an 
unlawful Oſurpation ; adding moreover, 
that it did not want ſucceſs that way 
both here and in a Neighbour King- 


dom. 


Epiſt. Ded. before the Ordination 
Sermon at St. Peter's Cornhil, March 
15. 1684. and p. 148, of ſeveral Confe- 


rences between a Popiſh Prieſt, a Fanatick 


Chaplain, &c. Where in the Perſon 


of P. D. he ſpeaks freely of it, and 
ſays, I believe there are many things 


in it, which if Dr. Stillingfleet were to 


write nom, he would not have ſaid : For 
— "© 5 j | . here 


« = 


there are 2 25 . bis Laab and 
want of due Conſideration ʒ others whick 
= yielded too far; in hopes of gaining 


the "Daffonting Parties to the Church of 


England; but upon the whole matter, 
1 full ſatisfied the Book was writs 
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ten with a deſign to ſerve the Church © 


England. Nay, in the aforeſaid 
Preface he ſays this farther of it 
I dare challenge any Man to 
one Paſſage: in the whole Book that 
tendeth to encourage Faction or Schiſne, 
or Oppoſition to the Church of England, 
but on the. contrary, I endeavoured to 


recommend the ' Epiſcopal Government, 


as having the. advantage of all others, 


and coming neareſt, to Apoſtolical = 
ice. But beſides —. it muſt be ac- 


knowledged by all, that it contains a 


Maſs of Learning abundantly beyond 
what could have a> — expected at his 

Years, and which few, it any of his 
Contemporaries, could pretend to e- 


qual; ſo early did he ſhew himſelf to 


the Admiration of thoſe who herein 
beheld the Effects both of his Natural 
Abilities, and his Indefati gable Indu- 


ſtry. 


This very e e mii 5 
underſtood Treatiſe, he began, as 1 


No ſaid, 


. 
RE 


Caid, during his day at 1 "© 
but ſcarce was he -allow'd to finiſn ak 
there, for not above two Tears had 

be been in that ſtation, but he was 
called back by his worthy: Patron, 


Sir Roger” Burgoin, who in the Year. 


1657., upon the Deceaſe of the 
Reverend and Learned Mr. Linford 
Rector of Sutton, made him a ten- 
der of that Rectory, which he thank- 
fully accepted. And one of the Seats 
of Sir Rogers Family being here, might 
make bim the more ſollicitous to place 

a Serious, Ingenious, Pious and Pru- 
* Perſon there, who might be both 
a good Neighbour, and Suitable Com- 
panion for himſelf, as well as a 
Watchful and Skiltul Guide of Souls: 
and of whom could he more fitly 
make choice upon ſuch an occaſion, 
than of Mr, Stillingfieet, whom he 
had fo throughly known, and of 
whoſe Character and Abilities he was 
ſo fully ſatisfied, by his own Conver- 
ſation with, and Experience of him at 
Mrorball; nor wodld Mr. Pierrepoint 


"refuſe to part with him upon ſo advan- 


fageous an Invitation. 7 7115 
Here therefdre he firſt took upon 
hinrthe Charge of a Pariſh, and which 


bier ought 


2 


de L550 Bg f We. 
ouglit not to be forgotten, he did not 
dib up by the way of thoſe Days 
of Confuſion” and Diſorder: but en- 
erd in at the right Door 'by means 
of an Epiſcopal Grdination: : For he 
had well | confiller d who they were that 
our Saviour had commiſſioned to or- 


dain Labourers for his Vineyard, as he 


profeſſes of himſelf (Pref. to his Or- 
radon ROW at St. Peter's) he even 
then received Epiſcopal Orders, and 
followed the Directions of an excel- 
Tent Biſhop” of our Church, the truly 
Pious and Reverend Dr. Bromurigg, 
the ejected Biſhop of Exon. For by 
him it was that N. Stillingfleet was ſe- 
parated to the Work of the Miniſtry, 
to which he thenceforward applied 
himſelf, Thus he enter'd upon his 
Charge at Sutton, and here he publiſh'd 
the Irenicum before-men tioned in the 
Year 1659, and when he was not a- 


bove 24 Years of Age, which he alſo 


reprinted in 1662, together with an 
Appendix concerning the Power of 


Church, wherein he very ſuecinctly 
but clearly ſhews, that the Church is 
a diſtinct Society from the State, and 
Has divers Rights and Priviledges of. 


its 


Excommunication in a Chriſtian 


ſervedly eſteemed a moſt compleat 


derable for his Age, as he had already 


The Wi f Dy. Sellingf "TY 


its own, which are derived only ! from 
Chriſt its Head, and particularly that 
it has a Power of Cenſuring Offen- 
ders, reſulting from its Conſtitution, 


as a Chriſtian Society, and that theſe : 


Rights of the Church do not eſcheat 
to the Commonwealth, upon their 
being united in a Chriſtian State. Latch” 

In this ſame Year 1662, he publiſhed 
alſo his Origines Sacre, a Work of great 
Extent and variety of admirable 
Learning, and 8 with ſuch Per- 
t of Expreſſion, ſuch Solidity 

of Judgment and Strength of Argu- 
ment, that it would have been de- 


Performance for one of more than 
twice his Age: And ſo you'll ſee tra 
thought by a moſt excellent Judge; for 
when he appeared at a Viſitation be- 
fore his Dioceſan, Biſhop. Sanderſon, 
the Biſhop ſeeing ſo young a Man, 

could hardly believe it was Mr. Stil- 
lingfleet, whom as yet he only knew 
by his Books; and afterwards, when 


had embraced him, ſaid, He auch 


rather expected to have ſeen one as conff> 


ſhewn himſelf for 575 Learning : It ha- 
ving always been jaltly eſteemed. ond 
ok 


. be 8 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. i 
of the beſt Defences of Revealed Reli- / 

gion that ever was extant in our own - 

or any other Language; and which 

would but our AO — oo: 

tily and impartially apply themſelves - 

W ir might be Bel that by 3 
God's Bleſſing, they would find it an - 4 
effectual Antidote for their Scepticiſm 1 
and Infidelity. This ſhewed the early N 
Ripeneſs of his Underſtanding, and 
that he had attained to the Knowledge 
of the Aged, when himſelf was yet but 
very young, not having finiſhed, per- 
haps not begun his 28th Year. An ex- 
cellent Work in its kind! but which 
would have been ſtill much improved, 
had God granted bim a longer life: A 
large Specimen whereof is to be ſeen 
in the late Folio Edition of it printed 
at Cambridge ſince his deceaſe, which 
was to have made part of the Firſt 
Volume; for he deſigned to have 
publiſhed it in ſeveral Parts in Octavo, 7 
and had fo well confider'd it, as to s 
have gone on writing and printing as —_ 
faſt as ever Health and Buſineſs would _—_— 
have permitted him. For tho' the 1 
Subject takes in ſuch a Maſs and Com- _ 
pas of Learning, yet had he ſo pre- | 
\ K& parcd and digeſted it in his Thoughts, 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 


that lie could ſoon have writ them 
down fit for the Publick 


This admirable Treatiſa nde hi 
ſo known to the World, and got him 
ſuch eſteem amongſt the Learned, and 


particularly with the Right Reverend 


Father in God, Humphrey, then Lord 


Biſnop of Lardon, that a Reply com- 


ing tor againſt Archbiſhop Laud 's 
incomparable Anſwer to Fiſher the 
Jeſuite, Mr. Sillingfleet was ſoon- 
pitched upon as a proper Second for 
ſo ſtrenuctis an Advocate of our Re- 
ligion. The Author of this Reply 

wrote himſelf T. C. and the Title of 
it was Labyrinthus Cantnarienſis, or, 
Dr. Laud'- Labyrinth; and it was ſaid 
to be printed at Paris 1658, but it 
appeared not abroad till 1663, and 


the next Lear came forth ſuch an 


Anſwer to it, evidently manifeſting 
what are the true Grounds of Faith, 
and where, and on which ſide the 
Schiſm betwixt us and the Church of 
Rome lies, and what Corruptions have 
been introduced by, and are con- 
ſtantly maintained amongſt thoſe of 
that Communion, as effectually ſilenced 
the Adverſary, and did not a little 
„e pute of the An. 
ſwerer, 


late Lord Biſhop of Worcefter, 

who though well known, and high- 
ly valued before, could not fail of 
being received with yet a greater re- 
ſpe& after ſo rational a Vindication 
of our truly Primitive Church and 
Religion, This he wrote whilſt at 
Sutton, and made ſuch a diſpatch, that 
befides conſtant Attendance on the 
Duties of the. Place, he fent up of 
that Elaborate Work 6 or 7 Sheets a 
Week to the Preſs. 


The Fame of theſe excellent Per- 


formances, were the occaſion that 
whilſt he continued at his Living he 
was choſen Preacher at the Rol/s Chap- 
pel, by the Honourable Sir Harbottle 
Grimſton, Maſter of the Noll, which 
obliged him to be in London in Term- 
time, and was a fair Introduction to 
his Settlement in that Noble City, 
which. followed within a ſhort time 
after this. * | 
For Dr. Lambe the Rector of St. Au- 
drew's Holbourn dying, bis kind Friend 
the Lord Biſhop of London, and his 
- own celebrated Works together, ſo 
recommended him to the Lord Trea- 
ſurer, the Earl of Southampton, to 
whom the Right of Preſentation thea 
belonged (and from whom, 'by the 
5 55 B 2 Mar- 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
Marriage of his Daughter the Coun- 
teſs of Northamberland, it is fince de- 

"rived to the preſent Patron his Grace 
the Duke of Mountague) that his Lord- 
ſhip eaſily pitch'd on him as a Perſon 
| fit for the Cure of ſo extenſive and 
1 populous a Pariſh; and afterwards he 
I was highly ſatisfied with his Choice, 
' and ſoon entertain'd a great value for 
him; who had much too ſoon an oc- 
caſion to ſhew his high Efteem of his 
great Patron in a Sermon at his Fu- 
neral, wherein he gave bim that juſt 
Character, which ſo wiſe and able, fo 
faithfol and conſcientious a Stateſman 
juſtly deſerved. 

To this he was preſented January. 
if 166+. inſtituted the Eaſter following; 
Wo and here he ſpent his Time and Pains 
i till 1689, when he was removed to 
a higher Station. Here, I ſay, he 
ſpent his Time and his Pains, ſo far 
as was requiſite for the diſcharge of 
his Parochial Cure, but not ſo as to 
be entirely confin'd to this alone. For 
beſides that, he for ſome time con- 
tinued bis Labours at the Rolls, as 
he had done formerly: And after- 
wards he was choſen Lecturer at the 
Temple, where tor ſeveral Years he 


preach'd 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
preach'd in the Afternoon before thoſe ” 
Learned and Venerable Societies. His 
excellent Diſcourſes in thoſe places, 
and often at Serjeants-Inn+Chappel, 
brought him into great Acquaintance 
and general Eſteem with the Judges 
and Gentlemen of Station and Emi- 
nence in the Profeſſion of the Law; 
particularly Sir Matthew Hale, when 
he was Lord Chief Baron, ſent to him, 
and enter'd into an early acquaintance - 
with him, and continued it till his 


retirement from Publick Affairs. My 


Lord Chief Juſtice Vaugban too, de- 
ſired his Friendſhip, and had a great 
value for his Converſation; - whoſe. 
Funeral- Sermon he was pitch'd on to 
preach, and therein gave him a very 
great and juſt Character. It might be 
inſtanced in more, but it's enough in 
two ſuch undeniably Eminent Men, 
and of ſuch great Buſineſs as then lay 
upon them, that they ſhould ſo much 
eſteem, and ſo often enjoy his Com- 
pany. To their and his Honour too, 
it may now be ſpoken. He was ap- 
pointed likewiſe a Chaplain in ordina- 
ry to his Majeſty King Charles II. and 
ſo had an opportunity of Preaching 
many very Learned and Inſtructive 
1 1 | B 3 1 Ser- 


21 


w 7 


4 
'» 


K OR 
* * 
Ka ks 


2 2 The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
Sermons at Court, during his Annual 
Attendancethere. He was conſtituted 
likewiſe a Canon-Refidentiary of the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul's, as af- 
terwards of the Metropolitical Church 
of Canterbury. 

The Recommendation for the Re- 
. ſidentiariſhip to the Dean and Chapter 
of St. Paul's is ſo much in his Praiſe, 
that I ſhall mention ſome part of it, 
which runs thus: Cha. R. Truſty and 
Wellbeloged, We greet you well, Our 
well-deſerving oF, well. beloved Subje® | 
and ( haplain, Edward Stillingflcet Dr. |; 
in Divinity, hath by his Lenses Wri-. 
tings done ſuch eminent Service for the 
Church of England in particular, and, 
the Defence of. the Chriſtian Truth in 
general, that We think our ſelves bound 
to give him all fitting Encouragement, 
and therefore We are graciouſly pleaſed 
to recommend him unto you in very eſpe- 
cial manner, and further to will and i 
require that you ele and admit him 
the ſaid, &c. Given at our Court at 
Whitehall zhe 9th of June, 1670. | 

And afterwards his Fame con- 
tinually encreaſing, as he had oppor- 
8 tunity more and more to ſhew him- 
1 ſelf, upon the Rane: of the truly 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 

Reverend; Learned and Pious Dr. Wil- 
liam Sancroft, the worthy Dean of that 
Church, to the Archiepiſcopal and 
Metropolitan See of Canterbury, he was 
promoted to his Deanty, and hot long 
after, upon the Death of Dr. Pory, 
was nominated by his Right Reve- 
rend and Honourable Diobeſan, the 
preſent Lord Biſhop of Litho, to 
the Archdeacohry of London. In afl 
which Stations with what Applauſe he 
acquitted Himſelf, and hot much to 
the Advantage of thoſe Under his Care, 
is too well known to ſuch as ever 
lived in Town to need 1 farther 
Aceount of it. 

Whilſt he was Refer! of SI 
he married Hadred, the eldeſt Datigh- 
ter of Milliun Dobyns of Wornritytop: 


in Glouceſter,” 'Eſqz and Siſter to æhk 
late Willis Doha, "Bla; à Bencher 
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of Lincoln Inn, HG 5 Always Ih 3 We > 


the Biſhop's" kindneſs and friendſhips 


and he on all occafions ſnewd # greit 5 


Love and Service for che Bbep and 
his Family, and who (I muſt add) for 
his Learning in the Edw, and his 
Judgment in Pleading, did for many 
"Pedfs: make a conſiderable, Fipure- At 
the Kivg's Anat and-iChincerg- Bieri. 
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be Life of Dr. Scillingfleet, 

She lived not long with him; and by 
her he had only two Daughters, 
which both died in their Infancy, and 
one Son, Dr. Edward 2 the 
late Incumbent ' of Wood - Norton in 
r ; 
Not many Years after her Death, 
he married a ſecond Wife, El:zabeth, 
Daughter of Sir Nicholas Pedley of 
Huntington, Serjeant at Law; of whoſe 
Worth every one that knew her can 
ſay a great deal, and all I can men- 
tion in this place would be too lit- 
tle. She liv'd with him till near his 
latter end, and by her he had Seven 
Children, of which he left only two 
ſurviving, him; the Reverend Mr. 
James Stillingfleet, Prebendary of Wor- 
ceſter and Rector of Hartlebury in the 
ſame County and Dioceſs; and a moſt 
virtuouſly diſpoſed and. excellently 
accompliſh'd Daughter, Anne the late 
Wife of Humphrey Tyſte of Gray c- 
Ee e Io no vl 

In the Year 1663, he went out Bat- 
chelour of Divinity, and in 1668, he 
commenced. Doctor; and at Cambridge, 
the place of his younger Studies, he 
was now, perſwaded to keep the Pub- 
lick Act, which he did with univerſal 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


Applauſe, for his fluency in the Latin 
Tongue, his quickneſs of Reply, and 


his powerful Vindication of the Poſi. 
tions he undertook to maintain, and 
they were theſe; 


| Ratio adi Precepti in Decaloga eff © 


Immutabilis. 


Exiſtentia Ts ys ab æterno conſtat 


ex initio 


8 Evangelii Secundum S. Jahannem. 


In the defence of which he fully an- 
ſwered the deſire ot thoſe who had the 
largeſt Expectations of him; though 


ſtrenuouſly oppoſed amongſt others of 
the Heads of the Univerſity, more 


eſpecially by that Eminently Learned 
and Acute Diſputant, the Regius Pro- 
teſſor Dr. Gunning, then Maſter of 


St. John's College; and afterwards ſuc- 


cetitvely Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter and 
Ely z than whom none was better ac- 
quainted with the Ancient Fathers and 
Writers of the Church, and all forts 
of Ecclefiaſtical Learning: And per- 
haps never did the Profeſſor more vi- 


goroully exert his utmoſt Force, in 


the Trial af any C r, than in 
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26 The Lifeof Dri Stillingfleet, 
this Caſe ; whereby he only gave the 
Doctor the better opportunity of thew- 
ing his great "Abilities; and ſetting {| 

his Performance: off to the better ad. 
vantage. „ edi e vor! 

After this he in a little time gave 

a freſh. Teſtimony of his | Uſefalneſs 
to the Publick. He did not confine his 
Labours to the Bounds of his fingle 
Pariſh, though a very large one, and 
which did take up a great deal of his 
Time, nor thoſe other Stations he was 
in, but was deſirous the reſt of the 
Nation ſhould partake of the excellent 
Fruits of his Studies; and therefore 
the following Year 1669, he publi- 

ſhed ſome of his Sermons, ſuch as he - | 
thought moſt uſeful at that time 
And becauſe one of them, concerning 
the © Reaſon of | Chriſt s Suffering for us | 

{(theilaſt he then publiſhed) had met, 
as he profeſſes, with fome oppoſition 

from a buſie Promnter:vf the contra- 
ry Doctrine: And becauſe uriworthy 

Reflections had been made upon ſome 
of the Rulers of the Church, as 
though they had countenanced and 
encouraged the Socinian Doctrine, lie 
therefore ſet himſelf to vindicate the 

Honour of the Church, and . 

771 | | | . 
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late Lord 7 Biſhop of Worceſter N 
of the Chriſtian Doctrine in this im- 
portant Controverſie; which he did 
effectually in a Diſcourſe concerning 
the true Reaſon of the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
in Confutation of Crellius's famous An- 


{wer to Grotius : Wherein he juſtly 


expoſes the Socinian Method of in- 
terpreting Scripture, and particularly 


by a witty Parallel betwixt the firſt 
Chapter of Geneſfs, and the firſt of St, 


Johns Goſpel. 'Whence it | evidently 
appears, that the Creation mentioned 
by Moſes may with every whit as much 
Reaſon, be conſtrued to relate, not to 
the Production of the World and all 
things therein, (as it certainly doth) 
but only to the firſt beginning of the 
Myſaical, Jewiſh: Diſpenſation, as the 
Socinians can pretend for applying the 


Beginning ſpoken of by St. 70hn, to 
the Beginning of the Evangelical In- 
ſtitution. Here alſo he ſeriouſly con- 


ſiders the Nature and End of our Sa- 


viour's Safferings, and removes the 


Socinian Objections againſt their Merit, 


and the Reaſon we have to expect Sal- 


vation by them. He knew very well 
what intolerable Miſchief theſe vain 
Pretenders to Reaſon might do to Re- 


ligion amongſt the Careleſs and Inju- 


dicious 
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The Life of Biſhop Stillingfleet, 
dicious, unleſs ſome Antidote were 
given againſt their Unevangelical and 
Deſtructive Doctrines; and hence he 
ſeaſonably interpoſed, to detect the 
Weakneſs of their Arguments, and 
convince the World they are not ſuch 
Maſters of Reaſon as they pretend to. 
There has been printed ſince his 
Death a Second Part to this Book of 


Satisfaction, Occaſioned by an Appeal 


from the Diſſenting Miniſters to him, 
touching ſome Differences among 
themſelves about that Point. In it 
you have ſeveral of their Letters and 


his Anſwers, and then a fuller Exami- 


nation of the Grounds of the Contro- 
verſie (but not quite finiſhed) where- 
in he judiciouſly ſtates and explains 
the Points between them, and as ſtre- 
nuoully vindicates that neceſſary Do- 
ctrine of Satisfaction from the Antino- 


mian Notion and Conſequences of it, 


as he had before done from the Soci- 
nian. TY, 
And now a new occaſion calls: for 
his Aſſiſtance in another kind, his 

Adverfaries of the Cracovian ſtrain be- 
ing thus baffled, a freſh Conteſt ariſes 


from a different Quarter, which he 


finds it neceſſary to engage in. 'He 
might 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 

might juſtly have expected a full and 
ſatisfactory Anſwer from thoſe of the 
Church of Rome, to his forementi- 
oned excellent Defence of our Church 
and Religion, before they had ſent 
bim a Challenge of another ſort. But 
this was too difficult a Task for 
them, and therefore after two ſuper- 
ficial Onſets, in the way (to uſe his 


own Language, Pref. to his Diſcourſe of 


the Idolatry of the Church of Rome) 
that Rats anſwer Books by gnawing ſome 
of the Leaves, whilſt it yet retained its 
full Strength, the Body and main Deſign 
of it remaining wholly untouchd by 
them; for to lay the former Contro- 
verſie afſeep, he was to be aſſaulted 
in another manner. To this purpoſe 
two Queſtions are brought him by a 
Lady already haſtning towards Rome, 
to which he returned a ſpeedy An- 
ſwer, thongh in the midſt of many 
other Employments. And to this he 
not long after receiv'd a Reply, ſuch 
as he did not think worth taking no. 
tice of, and therefore laid it by as too 
inconſiderable to divert him from his 
other more neceſſary Affairs, till at 
length his Adverſaries began to tri- 
umph, as though the Vi-tory were al- 
. ready 


* . 2 T 4 5 9 7 + me, © * 
7 2 * * 4 25 - > "Ing rg 2 * 1 6 ©; f "A DE THE 
— 8 * J . CT T7 8 * - TIF £4 g 
- : 1 : ＋* 2 
\ + K wi 4 * 7 0 . », = 3 3 * * £1 
4 * — * * - 
5 f 2 ** 4 ? L «7 * 7 e 7 
” v © \ 4 
* * ; * 1 - 


ci 
—— 


: — 
— a WT Ec. 4 n _— 
— 2 1 n ; 


. — 


ak” > 
. n *.— — Wo we. — 
* 4 , — 1 ä N 1 — : * _— > 
th .: ” l 1 2 * 23 i * 2 2 —_ 2 

„ . to Shs * y — * * * 

. C - 2 

- ha - * 
9 - . „ * 
® : : 


2 


4 * 8 - — — 
— Doh — —y— 
| 


2 cb 


*. 2 . — 
» m ”_ a x e — 
N. — 14 — 
” 29 = — CO Pp 
2 br gm es — 


The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 


ready gained, and he had nothing to 


ſay againſt it. This Uſage prevail d 


with him to allow theſe Papers a far- 


ther Conſideration, and ſo produced 
the well-known Diſcourſe of the Ido- 
latry, Phanaticiſm and Diviſions of 
the Church of Rome, and the hindran- 


ces of a good Life, ard true Devotion 


that are among ſt them. A heavy Charge 
indeed! and which if true, were an 
abundant Caution to all that ever 
heard it, to be upon their Guard a- 


gainſt the Attempts of ſuch, as ſeek 


by any fly. Infinuations to win them 
over to ſo corrupt a Church; and the 


truth hereof he not only made out 
in this Treatiſe, but afterwards ſup- 
ported his Proof of it, in ſeveral o- 


thers, againſt N. O. .A. E. V. O. N. 
and the Author of the Guide in Con- 
troverſec. Mr. Crefſy, another of his 
Opponents,” he choſe to take little no- 
tice of, becauſe of his ill Language, 


and want of Arguwent, ſave that he 


gives a Taſt of his Performance in a 
ſhort Reflection upon what Account 


he found given of himſelf by him, 


and very pertinently expoſes him as 
one of the unfitteſt Men in the whole 


World for writing Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto- * | 


ry; 
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late Lord Biſhop'of Worceſter. 

; ſince it was not to be expected 
that he ſhould give 2 Rithful R Relath- 
on of Things paſt many Years ſince, 
who writes fo at random about Mat- 
ters of our own Times. But yet when 
a Perſon of great Honour and Abili- 
ties, My Lord Chancellor Clarendon, 
had veuthſged.to plead his Cauſe for 
him, and to undertake his Vindication 
from the impetuous Aſſaults of ſuch 
an enraged Enemy, and Mr. Creſſ had 
herenpon written his Epiſtle Apologeti- 
cal, the Doctor then. held himſelf 
obliged in return for ſo ſignal a Kind- 


neſs, to ſave. that Honourable Perſon 


the farcher trouble of making Animad- 


verſions on this Reply. This was the 


occaſion of a particular Confideration 
of what the Apologiſt had offered, in 
a Book entituled, An Anſwer to Mr. 
Crefly's Epiſtle Apologetical to a Perſon 
of Honour, touching his Vindication 0 


Dr. Stillingfleet. la which he juſtly 


expoſes the My tical Divinity as both 


unintelligible * illuſive, and obſerves 
the great Affinity there is betwixt the 


_ - Popiſh and the Quakers Pretences to 


an immediate Inſpiration, and that 
{ach kind of Extafies and Revelations 


have 
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e Life of Dr. Stillingfleer, 


bave been condemned by the Chri- 
man Church in former i and ſo' 
1s no -part of the Cbriſtian Do- 


Qrine.. 


But his chief Strength was s reſerved 
for Dr. Godden, who had undertaken 


to clear his Communion from the hea- 
vy Charge of Idolatry. In the gene- 


ral Preface before his Anſwer to ſeve- 


ral Treatiſes, &c. he takes care to re- 
move one Objection urged by the 
Dr. againſt himſelf, and his manner of 
proceeding in this Debate, which was, 


that he diſſented from the C church 77 En- 
gland in accu ing the Church of Rome 
of Idolatry. Which Pretence he here 
refutes from the Doctrine of the Ho- 
milies, from K. Edward the VIth's Li- 
turgy and Injun&tions, from Archbi- 
ſhop Cranmer's Articles of Viſitation, 
the Injunctions of Queen Elizabeth, 
and a Form of Thankſgiving in the 
37th Year of her Reign, as well as from 
Archbiſhop Whitgift, ” Archbiſhop Ban- 
croft, Biſhop Montague and others. 
Of this Dr. he profeffes he had ſbemn 
more Art and Cunning than all the reſt 
put together, and had ſaid as much 1n 


defence of their Cauſe, as Wit and Sub- 
| T could invent. (Epiſt. Ded.) 4 his 
An- 


* 
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late Lord Biſhop of- Worceſter. 


Anſwer to him was reſerved for the 
laſt place, and was ſo compleat and 


perfect, as to put an End to their Diſ- 
pute for that time. Tt conſiſts ot two 
Parts: In the former of which he ap- 


ply'd himſelf to give a particular Ac- 
count of the Nature of Idolatry, and 


the ſeveral Species of it, that were to 


be obſerved in the ſeveral Parts of 
the World, whereby to detect J. G's 
_ falſe Notion! of 3 it, and to give a true 


one inftead) chereof Ad te other 


Part, he gives ſo clear an Account of 


the Worſhip uſed in the Roman ne _ 
as evidently diſcovers it tobe g 


Idolatrous in divers reſpectst A — 
of diligent Reading as well as prod. 


found Judgment, and ſprightlineſs of 


Thought; and in a word, truly wor? 


thy of ſo great and famous an Au- 


thor, and which gives the Adverſaries 
ſuch a deadly Stroke as was not to be 
recover'd. Nothing is more plain to 

thoſe who are well acquainted with 
the Religion of the Romaniſte, than 
that they are guilty of very heinous 
Idolatry, in their worſhip of the Hoſt, 
of Saints, Reliques and Images, more 


10 manifeſtly made out in this Trea- 
C tiſe, 


eſpecially of the Croſs. And this is 


Ly |. 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 


tiſe, that there is now no longer a- 
ny room left to doubt of it. wy 
And now it might have been 

thought -reaſonable for him to retire 
to his other Studies, having obtained 
ſo compleata Conqueſt over the reſt of 
his Opponents, and this laſt the princi- 

pal of them. But his Adverſaries for- 
wardneſs, and his own great Zeal 

for the Cauſe he had undertaken , 
would not ſuffer him to reſt here, 
For another Book of T. G's. by way 
of Dialogue, taking divers Exceptions 
at the foreſaid Anſwer, put him upon 


a new Vindication, by way of Dia- 


logue likewiſe, conſiſting of ſeveral Con- 
ferences between a Romiſh Prieſt, a Fa- 
natick Chaplain, and a Divine of the 
Church of England, concerning ſeveral 
Points both of Doctrine and Practice, 
chiefly relating to the Sin of Idolatry ; 
and more eſpecially theſe four, The 
Tdolatry of the Church of Rome, and the 
Conſequences of the Charge of Idolatry ; 


the Nature of Idolatry, and a Parallel 


between the Heathen and Romiſh Ido- 
latry. In this Diſcourſe: he fully an- 
ſwerd the groundleſs Cavils of Dr. 
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— a 0 
Wi « A — 

8 5 . 


Godden, both againſt our Church and _ 


himſelf, and ſet the whole nn : 
fie 
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late Lord Biſhopof Worceſter. 
fie in diſpute in ſo clear a light, as to 
take away the Force of that Doctor's 


Pretences, and at the ſame time to ma- 


nifeſt the Weakneſs of another Party, 


who againſt all Senſe and Reaſon, are 
continually clamouring againſt, and 


defaming the Church of England, as 


Popiſh and groſly Superſtitious, if not 


as hainouſly Idolatrous: Though eve- 
ry one that does not wilfully ſhut his 


own Eyes, muſt needs ſee, that none 


are more rationally averſe from, or 
more happily have detected the into- 
lerable Corruptions of the Romiſh 


Church, and born their Teſtimony a- 


gainſt them more heartily, in all Dan- 
gers, than the Prelates and others of 
the Church of Exgland have continu- 


ally done. 


I ſhould have noted before, That 


when the Learned Dr. Tillotſon, then 
Preacher to the {Honourable Society 


of Liucolus- lun, and late Lord Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, publiſhed his moſt 
ingenuous and delightful, and yet tru- 
ly rational and argumentative Raule 
of Faith, wherein in an extragrdinary 
manner, he has ſhew'd a wonderful 
mixture of Wit and Judgment, a great 
ſtrength of Argument, cloathed in a 
8 2 very 
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very diverting Dreſs, in anſwer to 
Mr. Serjeant's Diſcourſe entituled Sure: 
Footing in ' Chriſtianity,” his good 
Friend, Mr: Stillingfleet, thought fit to 
annex a ſuitable Appendix to it, by 
way of Reply to J. &s 3d. Appendix 
concerning ſome Animadverſrons on his 
Rational Account, &c. Two Pages 
of which' this great Pretender to Be- 
monſtration had undertaken to exa- 
mine: But for this he was worthily 
chaſtiſed and cloſely purſud from Ar- 
gument to Argument, and his new 
way of reſolving the Ground of Faith 
into Oral Tradition prov'd. to a De- 
monſtration to be moſt” unreaſonable, 
and that it runs Men upon inextricable 
Difficulties, and at l affords them 
a fair Pretence for Infidelity, 

Here alſo in a ſhort Poſtſcript ano- 
ther Treatiſe called Diaphanta, and 
ſaid to be written by the Author of 


Fiat Lux, is examined and ſo handled 


in a few Pages, as fully to ſhew its 
Weakneſs and Impertinence, and ſo 
totally to ſilence it, that I believe few 


People have ſince ſo much as heard the 
Mane it.” rol ah 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter; 


Here I muſt not omit another very 
valuable Treatiſe, or rather a Colle- 


ction of divers Treatiſes, which though 

not of his own compoſing, we are 

however obliged to him for publiſhing, 
and for his Preface ſet before them, 
which deſerves to be written in Let- 
ters of Gold. They bear the Title of 
the Jeſuit Loyalty manifeſted in three 
ſeveral Treatiſes, lately written by them 
againſt the Oath of Allegiance: And 
from their own Arguments, and the 

Authority of many other of their own 
celebrated Writers, he proves the Go- 
vernment can have no real Security 
from them, ſo long as they refuſe to 
renounce the Pope's Power of depo- 
ſing Princes, and abſolving Subjects 
from their Allegiance. This is the Uſe 
he makes of the three firſt Treatiſes as 
well as his Citations out of other Au- 
thors of the Romiſih Communion. But 
now beſides theſe, he has ſubjoyned 
three other Tracts of a different Na- 
ture, but yet allied to them in this, that 
they tend to ſnew how unreaſonable 


it is for this Order of Men to expect 


the Favour of any Civil Government, 
and of our own in particular. The 
firſt is entituled, The Execution of Ju- 
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38 The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
ſtice in England, not for Religion but 
for Treaſon ;, bearing Date December the 
17th. 1583, and was penn'd by the di- 
rection of that great and wiſe Stateſman 
the Lord Treaſurer Burleigh. The next 
is called Important Conſiderations, and 
they are declared to be ſuch as ought _ 
to move all true and ſound Catholicks | 
who are not wholly Jeſuited, to ac- 
knowledge without all Equivocations, | 
Ambiguities or Shiftings, that the Pro- 
ceedings of her Majeſty and the State 
with them, fince the Beginning of her 
Highneſs's Reign, have been both mild 
and merciful. The third is ſtil'd The Je- 
ſuits Reaſons unreaſonable, printed 1662, 
and the deſign of its Re- publication 
was to let us ſee how unſincere and 
undutiful the Behaviour of that Order 
has been to former Princes, and how 
little Truſt can be given to their moſt 
confident Profeſſions of Loyalty; there 
being no appearance of any Amend. 
ment in them: Thus both by his own, 1 
and by publiſhing others Writings, ge 
has taken all juſt Occaſion to vindi- 
cate our Government as well as our 
Religion from thoſe avowed Enemies | 
to both, and to make it viſible to all 
indifferent Readers, that as no truſt |} 
3 15 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


is in any Caſe to be put in them of 


the Roman Communion by Princes 
that are not perfectly under their Di- 
rection; fo neither have they juſt 
canſe to complain of any Proceedings 
that have been againſt them, either in 
this or any other Nation. 
He was long engaged, from Time 
to Time, in this ſort of Controverſie, 
and with divers Antagoniſts, and with 
what admirable temper he received the 
moſt outragious Infults of his Ad ver- 
ſaries, and with what clearneſs and 
ſtrength of Reaſon he maintained his 
Ground againſt them all, the Reader 
may pleaſe to inform himſelf from a 
great Maſter of Eloquence, an accurate 
Jadge of Writings, no leſs than of 
Perſons, his forementioned Right 
Honourable Defender, the Lord Chan- 
cellour Clarendon ; who in his Polite 
and Judicious Animadverſions on Mr. 
Creſſys Book, entituled, Faraticiſm 
Fanatically imputed to the Catholick 
Church by Dr. Stillingfleet, p. 18. gives 
this Commendation of the DoQor and 


his manner of Writing. Thongh I am 


no ſtranger to the Writings of Dr. Stil- 
lingfleet, but have reed, Ibis all that 


be hath publiſhed, at leaſt all that 1 have 
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The . De. Stillingfleet, 


ſeen of his, and as I always ad mired 
the Strength and Vigour of his Ratio- 
cination, and the Clearneſs of his Style 
and Expreſſi tons ( a Faculty not. natural 
10 all very Learned and Pious Men) 


hy which he renders the moſt difficult 
' 2154 and which are uſually by others 
wrapt up in obſcure Terms, plain and 
zatelligible to Vulgar Underſtanding 13 
Jo I have been exceedingly delighted with 


the Sofineſs, Gentleneſs and Civility of 


his Language, (which can never flow 


from an Inſolent or Proud Spirit) in | 


which he repreſents things which in them- 
lues are light, aud ſuch as might be 


negleFed, in a pleaſant, not reproachful 
manner, a. DialeF his Aduerſaries are 


uot acquainted. with; and when he is 
compelled to anſwer Aera, or rather 
Allegations full of Bitterneſs and Re- 
proachful Words, which would tempt a- 
nother to take-the Advantage they are 
liable to, with ſome Sharpneſs, | he paſſes 
by the. Prouccation, and collect what can 
polſe aff bly be found like Reaſon, out of what 
is. alledg'd, and refutes it with very 
xuck leſs Severity than the Matter would 
juſtifie, and ſeems ſometimes to require. 
Thus ſpeaks the Noble Author, and 
Bb much more. Prudent muſk. it be, 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


how much more for the Honour. of the 
Controvertiſt, how much more Chti- 


ſtian, how much more to the Service 
of the Cauſe to be maintained, When 


its Advocate thus ſtrictly keeps himſelf 


to his proper Buſineſs, and obſerves 
ſuch due Decorum in the Management 
of it, than when unneceſſary Heats 
and Animoſities interpoſe themſelves, 
and unhappily divert the Writers from 
their intended Deſign, to vent their. 
Paſſion, as it is too frequently ſeen, 
in expoſing and beſpattering each 


other? | 


To ſuch excellent Purpoſe had this 
invincible Champion of the Church 
of England been employed for divers 
Vears together, in defending our 
Church and Religion, from their reſt- 
leſs Enemies of the Roman Commu- 
nion, who though they roſe up plen- 
tifully againſt him, as a common Ad- 
verſary, and whoſe indefatigable Di- 
ligence, and intimate Acquaintance 


with their own Writers, and the Do- 


crrines, Canons and Uſages of their 


Church, and the Arguments that have 


been urged in their behalf, as well 
as with the Ancient Chriſtian Fathers, 
and all ſorts of other Authors, e 

| ; le- 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
deſervedly rendred him very formi- 


for them to exert their utmoſt Force, 
yet did they find his fingle Pen to be 
more than an equal Match for their 
great Numbers. His Cauſe being in- 
finitely more defenſible than theirs, 
and his Strength and Skill in maintain- 
ing it having raiſed him far above the 


Level of the very beſt of thoſe who 


appeared againſt him, he conld not 
fail of getting the Advantage over 
them. Which he did by ſuch Sub- 
ſtantial Proofs, and Demonſtration of 
the Unſoundneſs of their Quotations, 
Precariouſneſs of their Aſſertions, and 
other unfair Dealings in the Manage- 
ment of all their Diſputes, that he 


might now very well leave this 


fort of Drudgery, and betake him- 
ſelf to his other more agreeable Stu- 
ab ©: N 
And ſo he had begun to do, but 
could not be long at reſt, for behold 
a third ſort of Adverſaries preſently 
attack him with all their might. For 
being appointed by his Right Reve- 
rend and - Honourable Dioceſan to 
preach at Guild hall Chappel, before 
the Lord Mayor, the Aldermen, Judges 
I} and 


{ 


dable to them, and made it neceſſary 


: 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
and Serjeants the firſt Day of Eaſter 
Term, 1680, he choſe to inſiſt upon 
thoſe words of St. Paul, Phil. 3. 16. 
Nevertheleſs whereto we have already 
attained, let ws walk by the ſame Rule, 


let s mind the ſame Things. The Oc- 


cafion of this Diſcourſe himſelf tells 


us, (Pref. to the Unreaſonableneſs of Se- 


paration, p. xxxvi, Oc.) was this. The 
Diſſenters growing loud in their 
groundleſs Clamours againſt the 
Church of England, as Popiſhly af- 
fected, and one of the Principal Lea- 
ders of them (Mr. Baxter) having 
publiſhed two pernicious Books, the 
one called, A Plea for Peace, but which, 
as he juſtly obſerves, far better de- 
ferv'd the Title of 2 Plea for Diſorder 
and Separation; the other, The true 
and only way of Concord of all Chri- 
ſtian Churches, but fraught with ſach 
impracticable Notions, and dividing 
Prineiples, as though his whole Deſign 
had been to prove, that there is no 
true way of Concord among Chriſti- 
ans: When I loo d into theſe Books, 
ſays he, and ſaw the Deſign of them, 1 
was mightily concerned, and infinitely 
ſurpris d, that a Perſon of bi Reputation 
for Piety, of his. Age and Experience in 
1 88 | the 


The Life of Biſhop Stilling fleet, 
the World," and ſuch a Lover of Peace, 
as he had always profeſſed himſelf, and 
one who'tells the World ſo often of his Dy- 
ing and the Day of Judgment, ſhould 
think of leaving two ſuch" Firebrands be- 
hind him, which have been ſince followed 
by four or five more 10 the ſame purpoſe, 
ſo that he ſeems reſolved to leave his 
Life and Sting together, in the Wounds 
of this Church, when even thoſe who pre- 
tend to plead for Peare, and to bring 
Water to quench her Flames do but add 
more Fuel to them.' This gave the firſt 
occaſron to theſe Thoughts, which I after- 
wards delivered in my Sermon; fir fence 
by the means of ſuch Books, the Zeal of 
fo many People was turned off from the 
Pepiſts againſt our Church, I ſaw a plain 
neceſſity, that either we muſt be run down 
by the umpetuons Violence of an enraged, 
but unprovoked Company of Men, or we 
muſt venture our ſelves to try whether 
we could'flem that Tide, which we ſaw 
coming upon us, and it falling to my 
Lot, to preach in the moſt publick Audi- 
tory of the City, at amore than uſual Ap- 
pearante, being the firſt Sunday in the 

| Term, I conſidered the Relation I ſtood 
in nnder our Honoured Dioceſan, to the 
Clergy of the City, and therefore thought 


late Lord Biſhop of | Worceſter. 45 
my ſelf more obliged to take it ice of what 
concerned the Peace arid el Ifare of the 
Churches therein. Upon theſe Confedera- 
tions I thought fit to take that Oppor- 
tunity to jos open the due 5 T had 
of the Unreaſonablentſs and Miſchief of 
the preſent Separation. He thought it 
neither improper nor unſeaſonable to 
perſwade Proteſtarits to Peace and U- 
nity, at any time, eſpecially at ſuch 
a time as this, when Things were in 
ſuch a dangerous Fermentation: And 
the whole Drift of his Sermon was to 
diſſwade the Diſſenters (from the Eſta- 
 bliſh'd Church) to quit their need- 
_ and deſtructive Separation, ſhe w- 
that according to the Judgment 
of divers even amongſt themſelves; a 
Conformity to Gur Church's Worſhip 

was not unlawful, and by conſequence 
their Separation muſt be Hinful and 
dangerous, and what they ought there- 
fore all to deſiſt from, as they would 
conſult the Honour of God, and Re- 
ligion, the Peace and Tranquillity of 
the Church, and would prevent the 
great Deſigns of our other Enemies, 
and leave the Proteſtant Religion Eſta- 
bliſhed here to Poſterity. AIE which 
Conſiderations * loudly called upon 


them, 
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Ihe Liſe of Dr. Stillingfleet, 

them, to follow the Apoſtle's Advice, 
in walking. by the ſame Rule, and in 
minding the ſame Things. This Sermon 


he entituled, The Miſchief of Separati- 


on, and printed it at the Requeſt of 
the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, 


together with ſome Additions which 


the Straits of Time. would not per- 
mit him to deliver from the Pulpit. 
In all which, he declares himſelf fo 
far from intending ill toany one, that 
his only Deſign was to find out a Foun- 
dation for a laſting Union among 
our : ſelves, (Epiſt. Dedicat, to | the 
Lord Mayor) which, as he proceeds, 
is impoſſible to be attained, till Men 
are convinced of the Evil and Danger 
of the preſent Separation; it being car- 
ried on by ſuch Principles as would 
not only overthrow the. preſent Con- 
ſtitution of our Church, but any o- 
ther: whatſoever. - Let this kind and 
ſeaſonable Admonition, though deli- 


vered with all the Gravity and Seri, 


ouſneſs, Affection and Earneſtneſs, and 
all the perſwaſive Eloquence that ſo 
important a Subject required, and was 
uſual with him in his Preaching, had 
not its wiſh'd Effect, but was too 
coolly receiv d by ſome, and violently 
; i bl ex- 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 47. 
exclaim d againſt by others, who being 
9 unwilling to return to the Church they 
bad forſaken, and from whoſe Com- 
munion they abſented themſelves, ra- 
ö ther made it their Buſineſs to promote 
and perpetuate our unhappy. Diviſions. 
Which made him complain in his 
Preface to the || Unreaſorableneſs | of 
Separation, Cp. TIT Jof the ill Uſage 
he had met with, and to aſſure the _— 
World, that however it had been 5 
maliciouſly ſuggeſted by ſome, and | 
too eaſily believed by others, that 
be was put upon the Work with a 
Deſigu to enflame our Differences,:.and 
co raiſe a Perſecution againſt Diſſenting 
Proteſtants, he was ſo far from any 
thought tending that way, that the 
only Motive he had to undertake it 
was his juſt Apprehenſion,” that the 
Deſtruction of the Church, under a 
Pretence of Zeal againſt Popery, was 
one of the moſt likely ways to bring 
it in. However ſeveral of the Diſſen- 
ters, and eſpecially thoſe three of 
principal Note amongſt their Leaders; 
Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter and Mr., Al ſop, 
inſtead of a thankful Acknowledgment 
for his intended Kindneſs, ſet 'them- 
ſelves to write againſt him, and ons. 
TS) 18 | 8 
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'The Life of Dr Stilingdleee, 


Which unſuitable Return of theirs had 


only this Effect, that it produced an 


admirable Vindication of our Church, 

and its Communion, entituled, The De 
reaſonableneſs” of Separation. Wberein 
is more largely ſnewu, the Weakneſs 


and Invalidity of all the Objectiong 


that are brought by the Diſſenters in 
wow of their Diviſion from, and 

poſition to the Church of England. 
x ding Vindication, and Which it 
was to "be hoped would give Satif- 
faction as to Comtnunion- with our 
Church not only to thoſe who lived 


when it as written, or are yet alive, 


but even to late Poſterity. 9113 
Neat“ about this time that this Dif- 
pute began, a Conteſt happening in 


the Houſe-of Lords, concerning the 


Biſhops Right of Voting in Capital 
Caſes, wad” one of that Illuſtrious 
Houſe" (the Lord H.) having writen 
er profeſſo, againſt the Biſhops Right, 
our moſt Learned Dean (for ſo he 
had been for ſome time) - publiſhed 
an Anonymous Anſwer to his Lordſhip, 
which-mitch ſurpriz d the World upon 
à double account; for firſt, it was not 


3 _ a ; Divine, and onexwho | 
befides | 


of them in a very indecent manner“ 


-Y 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
| beſides the Buſineſs of a great Pariſh, 
had been long engaged in Controverſies 
of Divinity, and had his Time thereby 
| taken up in Writing many excellent 
Boobs in his own Profeſſion, ſhould 
bave been fo perfectly well vers d in 
'F rhe Ancient Conſtitution and Uſages 
of Parliament, as well as the Common 
and Statute-Laws of the Land, as he 
here ſhewed himſelf to be. As neither 
in the ſecond place, was it to be 


changed his Style, which is naturally 
much larger and more copious, into 
one ſo conciſe, and yet withall ſo 
Subſtantial and Argumentative as this 

was written in. Nor was it eaſie to 

give two more remarkable Inſtances 
of an Incomparable Genius, or which 


ſhould ſnew how readily he could 


vary his manner of Expreſſion as Oc- 
caſion ſhould ſerve, and how clear an 

' Inſight he had into ſuch Parts of 
Learning, as ſeem'd to lye moſt out of 
his way. 1 | 
Nor muſt I forbear to obſerve, that 


putes with the Writers of the Roman 


5 
| 
t 
) 
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made 


thought, he could have ſo. dextrouſſy 


ſome few Years before this, whilſt 
he was ſo deeply engaged in his Diſ- 


Church, the Deiſte, who have ſince 
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The Life of Dr. Stullingfleet, 
made fo ſhameful a Progreſs in bid- 
ding the moſt confident though 
ſenſeleſs Defiance to Religion, begin- 
ning then to ſhew themſelves, he puts 
forth, 4. D. 1677, an Anonymous 
Treatiſe for their Conviction, called, 
A Letter to a Deiſt; written, as him- 
ſelf profeſſes, for the Satisfaction of a 
Particular Perſon, who owned the 
Being and Providence of God, but ex- 
prefled a mean Eſteem of the Scrip- 
tures, and the Chriſtian Religion. Yet 
it was not this ſingle Perſon's Convi⸗ 
ction alone that put him upon this 
uſeful Work, but the growing Infi- 
delity of the Age, which he found 
beginning to call algud for an Effe- 
cual Remedy: Which, ſays he in the 
following words, #s become ſo common 
a Theme among the Se epticks of this Age, 
that the Author of the Diſcourſe thought 
it worth his Time and Care, to conſider 
the Force of the ObjeFions that were made 
againſt them, i.e. the Holy Scriptures. 
For ſilencing of which he moſt con- 
vincingly proves the Truth of the 
Matters of Fact related in the New Te- 
ſtament, ſhews there is no ground of 
ho Fre concerning them, and that 
ho Facts in the World were ever bet» 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
ter atteſted that theſe, and that they 
had abundant Evidence, not only 
Humane but Divine; as alſo that there 


cannot be a plainer proof of the Old 
Teſtament than by the New, inaſmuch 


as if the New Teflament be true, the 


Old wuſt unqueſtionably be ſo too, as 


being moſt plainly and undeniably con- 
firmed by it. Our Bleſſed Saviour 


and his Apoſtles appealing to Moſes 
and the Prophets on all occaſions, and 


having moreover left it on Record, 


that Holy Men of Old did ſpeak as 


they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
And in the Concluſion he anſwers 


ſuch Objections as were offered to the 


contrary, with the ſame Spirit, the 
ſame Judgment and Exactneſs, which 
15 ſo peculiarly obſervable in his other 
Writings. 

And now to give the Reader a Spe- 
cimen of his thorough Inlight into ano- 
ther ſort of Learning, it will be fit to 
inſtance in his Elaborate and Judicious 
Origines Britannice, Wherein by com- 


paring the Writings of our molt fa- 


mous Hiſtorians, he rectifies their Mi- 


ſtakes with ſuch Accuracy and fuck 


Evidence, makes ſuch clear diſtinction 
betwixt their Genuine and Spurious 
D 2 Wri- 
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The Life of Dr. Stllingfleet, 
Writings, their Faithful and Fabulous 
Accounts, and thereby ſets their Story 
in ſuch a Light, as to ſhew himſelf a 
perfect Maſter, not only of Divinity 
and Law, but of the niceſt Points of 
Hiſtory. The Deſign he propos d to 
himſelf herein was to give as clear 
and diſtin& a View of the State and 
Condition of the Britifþ Churches, 
from their firſt Plantation to the Con- 
verſion of the Saxons, as could be had 
at ſo great a diſtance, and by ſuch a 
degree of Light as is left us concern- 


ing them, and to reſcue this part of 


Church-Hiftory, of fo much Concern- 

ent to us of this Church and Natt- 
on, from thoſe Fabulous Antiquities, 
which had ſo miſerably obſcur'd the 
Truth of it. 

And no ſooner did this Excellent 
Book appear, but it ſhew'd it ſelf to 
be a moſt accompliſh'd Work, the Off- 
ipring of great Care and Induſtry, in 
peruſing multitudes of Authors, whe» 
ther Printed or in MSS. of great ap- 
plication of Thought, in a diligent 
comparing one thing with another, 
and of great Knowledge and pro- 
found Judgment, in ſeparating the 
Chaff from the Wheat, diſcarding 

85 What 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
what is Spurious, correcting what is 


Erroneous, and retaining and eſta- 
bliſhing what is genuine, authentick 


and well- grounded. In the Preface 


he applies himſelf to defend the ac- 
curately Learned, the Lord Biſhop of 


St. Aſaph's (now of Worceſter's) Hiſto- 


rical Account of the Ancient Church- 


Government in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, and to convince us, that no fort 


of Learning came amiſs to him, he 
ſhewed himſelf perfectly well read both 
in the Iriſb and Scottiſh Hiſtorians, both 
Ancient and of latter Times, and that 
he throughly underſtood what Credit 


= was to be given to either of them, 
which were to be depended upon, and 


which not. He begins the Book it 
ſelf with obſerving a general Miſtake 
founded upon a Paſſage of Gildas or- 
dinarily miſunderſtood, and ſhews 
from hence how highly improba - 
ble it is, that Joſeph of Arimathea 
ſhould have planted Chriſtianity in 


= this Iſland in the time of Tiberius 
* Czſar, and that it was much rather 


brought hither by St. Pau! ſome 
Years after. Where it thencefor - 
ward continued, as Tertullian and 


Origen teſtify, for their Time, and 


952 others 
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others after them from Time to 
Time. 1 
Here likewiſe in anſwer to Ema- 
nuel a $chelflract, he moſt ſtrenuouſly 


and Judiciouſly aſſerts the Rights of the 
Britiſh Churches againſt the Encroach- 


ments of the Biſhops of Rome, whom 
he ſhews at the time of the Council 
of Nice, to have had no Juriſdiction 
beyond the Suburbicary Churches, 
which were ſo far from including the 
Weſtern Churches, and ours amongſt 
the reſt, that they did not compre- 
hend the Provinces of Italy, properly 
fo called. He obſerves likewiſe how 
Learning was propagated here, and 
what was the Ancient Service of the 
Britiſh Churches, and that when Gre- 
g:ry the Great ſent Augnſtin the Monk 
to ſettle the Britiſ Churches, he did 
not yet. oblige them to obſerve the 
Rules of that of Rome. And after a 
Compariſon of the foman and other 
Offices, he draws this Concluſion in 
relation to our own: Church, for ever 
ſillencing an Objection raiſed, and 
fometimes loudty inſiſted upon againſt 
it; where it doth appear, that our 
Church of Exgland hath omitted none 
of thoſe Offices wherein the Ancient 

5 Churches 


late Lord Biſbop of Worceſter. 


Churches agreed : and that where the 
Britiſh, or allican and Roman diffe- 
red, our Church hath. not followed 
the Roman but the other ; and there- 
fore our Diſſenters do unreaſonably 
charge us with taking our Offices 
from the Church of Rowe. And at 
length he ends with a Relation of 
St. Avenſtin's coming hither, and in- 
ducing the Br:ti/h Monks and others 
to come over to him, which mani- 
feſtly proves them to have owned no 
dependency upon the Church or Pope 
of Rome. 

This gives me occaſion to mention 
another Hiſtorical Tract, which though 
not publiſhed till after his Death, may 
not be unfitly taken notice of in this 
Place, by reaſon of its Affinity with 
the foregoing, and that 15 his Diſcourſe 
of the True Antiquity of London, and 
its State in the Roman Times. Which 
he ſhews to have been firſt built by the 
Romans ; as alſo what State it was in 
during their ſtay here; and again, that 
St. Paul's Church was no Temple of 
Diana, as Mr. Cambden apprehends it 
to have been. But it was from the 
firſt a Cathedral Church erected by 
King Ethelbert. When he likewiſe 


D 4 takes 


55 


56 


7 F 1 N 
25 
35 
, 4 f 
115 
\ 


The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
takes occaſion to diſcourſe of Cathe- 
dral Churches, and moſt admirably 
and learnedly ſhews the Uſefulneſs of 
them in reſpect to the Biſhop, (whoſe 
Council the Dean and Prebendaries 
are) for the greater Solemnity of Di- 
vine Worſhip, and in order to the 
farther Propagation of Religion, A 
Treatiſe that is of no great Length, but 
of much Reading and exquiſite Judg- 
ment, and wherein are interſperſed 


an unuſual Variety of excellent, inge- 


nious and uſeful, critical, etymological 
and topographical Obſervations, wor- 
thy of ſo celebrated an Author, and 
which the Curious Reader will find to 
be very diverting as well as inſtructing, 
and in both reſpeQs highly deſerving 

his diligent Peruſal. Foes 
But to return, I maſt obſerve, that 
about the Time this learned and uſeful 
Work was publiſhed, a new unhappy 
Scene opened it ſelf. Popery began 
to threaten the Nation, and by the 
influence of the Court, and the Encou- 
ragement it received from thence, to 
5 5 very open and high; and there- 
y called upon all ſuch as had any 
concern for our Church, and the Pre- 
ſervation of the true Reformed Relj- 
” gion 
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gion among us, to exert their utmoſt 
Force in its behalf, as the only appa- 


rent Means under God, of ſecuring 


ſo ineſtimable a Bleſſing to our Selves 
and our Poſterity. At this Seaſon a 
highly commendable Zeal ſhewed it 
ſelf all over the Nation; ſuch as had 
been thought to have little or no re- 
gard for Religion, now began to be 


awakened and to ſhew their Averſion 


to that Superſtition and Idolatry they 
feared likely to break in upon us. 
But more eſpecially the Clergy gene- 
rally (hew'd that they thought them- 
ſelves oblig d to fortifie both them- 
ſelves and their Pariſhioners with the 
beſt Arguments they were able. But 
above all, the London Clergy were 
juſtly honoured, and had a ſingular 
Reverence paid them for their Cou- 
rage and Diligence in this remarkable 
Exigence, and their many Learned and 
Seaſonable Vindications of the Re- 
formed Religion eſtabliſhed in our 
Church. As they had not long before 
publiſhed divers admirable ſhort Diſ- 
courſes upon. the ſeveral Points in 


Diſpute betwixt us and our Diſſenting 


Brethren : ſonow apprehending them- 


ſelves in danger, from another Quar- : 


ter, 
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they made it their Bufineſs to 
9 themſelves and their Neigh- 
bours againſt whatſoever Attempts 
might be made upon them from 
thence: They preach'd.and diſputed 
againſt Popery, and pray'd againſt a 
return of it, and they were much 
eſteem'd and Teverenc'd for their ma- 
ny Learned and Judicions Writings, 
diſcovering the falſe Doctrines, and 
corrupt Practices of the Rowiſh Church; 


ſuch às in a little time effectually 


baffled their acuteſt Adverſaries, and 
which will remain a laſting Confu- 
tation of all the ſtrenuous Endeavours 
of its Apologiſts for its Re-eſtabliſh- 

ment among us. 
And we may be ſure the moſt wor- 
thy Dean of St. Pauls would not be 
backward to give his Afliſtance to ſo 
poof and ſeaſonable a Work. Indeed 
moſt readily and frequently enter d 
the Liſts in Defence of that Church, 
of which he often had formerly ſhewn 
Himſelf ſo ſucceſsful a Champion. And 
befides' his own Labours, he encou- 
raged and advifed his Brethren of the 
Lone fs Clergy in theirs, for this ne- 
ceſſary Work. He had the greater 
Mflaence by his general Converſation 
with, 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
with, and Kindneſs for them; and as 
Dean of St. Paul's, he had many Li- 
vings in the City, which were very 
worthily beſtowed. Thoſe great Pa- 
trons: of the Church too, the Lord 
Chancellour Nottingham, and the pre- 


ſent Lord Biſhop of London, who had 


greater Opportunities, were pleas d to 
joyn with him in the Reſolution 
ot filling all Livings within their Pow- 
er, with the ableſt and' fitteſt Incum- 
bents. £42517 | L 
Upon the much lamented Death of 
King Charles the Second, a Death that 
was then .apprehended to threaten 
great Calamities to the Church of En- 
gland, and was ſoon found by ſad 
Experience to have been of dreadful 
Conſequence to it: Upon the Death 
of this King, two Papers in behalf of 
the Romiſb Faith and Church, being 
found in his Majeſty's Strong Box, 
ſaid to be written in his own Hand, 
and being preſently made publick, to- 


gether with another written by the 


late Dutcheſs of Tork ; and a' great 
Noiſe being made about them, and 
great uſe made of them, in order to 
the gaining Proſelytes to the Church 
of Rome, it was neceſſary ſome Care. 
** ſhould 
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The Life of Biſhop Still ingfleet, 
ſhould be taken to detect the Invalidity 
and Weakneſs of them. This there- 
fore the. Reverend Dean undertook 
and performed with all Decency and 
due Reſpect to the Auguſt Names they 
bare, and yet with his wonted ſtrength 
of Argument, and all that force of 
Reaſon which was requiſite for ſet- 
ting them in a true light, and preven- 
ting the ill Effects that might other- 
wiſe have been feared from them: 
This he did in a particular Anſwer to 
each of them, and again in a Vindi- 
cation, by way of Reply to the de- 
fence of them. His Anſwer was Pa- 
ragraph by Paragraph; and ſo he left 
no part of them without a due Con- 
ſideration; and in treating of the firſt 
of them, he proves, not only that 
the Roman Church is not the one only 


Catholick Church of Chriſt, but that 


they themſelves do not in truth believe 
it to be ſo. His Proof is ſhort, though 
very cogent, and I ſhall therefore take 


the Liberty here to recite it in his 


own Words, p. 3. Jt i agreed among 
all Chriſtians, that Chriſt can have but 
one Church upon Earth, as there ir but 
one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm: and 


1 


r 
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in theſe two Creeds. But if thoſe, who 


made thoſe Creeds for our Direction, had 
intended the Roman Catholick Church, 


why was it not ſo expreſs d ? How came 


it to paſs that ſuch a Limitation of the 
Senſe of Chriſt's Catholich Church to the 


Roman ſhould never be put to Perſons to 


be baptized in any Age of the Church? 
For I do not find in the Office of Bap- 
tiſm, even in the Roman Church, that 
it is required that they believe the Ro- 
man Catholick Church, or that they deny 
the Validity of Baptiſm out of the Com- 
munion of the Roman Church, From 
whence it is to me as viſible, as that 
the S:ripture ig in Print, that the Church 
of Rome it ſelf doth not believe that it 
7s the one Catholick Church mentioned in 
the two Creeds, For then it muſt void 
all Baptiſm out of its Communion, which 
it hath never yet done. He proceeds, 
that as long as Baptiſm doth enter Perſons 
into the Catholick Church, it is impoſſuble, 
that all who have the true form of Bap- 
tiſm, though out of the Communion of the 


Roman Church, ſhould be Members of 


the Catholich Church, and yet the Com- 
munion of the Roman and Catholick 
be all one, as it muſt be if the Roman 


Church 


Church, be the Catholich and Apoſtolic © 
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it Church profeſſed in the Creeds. His 
ih whole Diſcourſe is anſwerable to 
Wl this; but however I thought it not 
5 amiſs to recite this becauſe it is ſo brief, 
„ and yet ſo full a Reply to the Roma- 
8 niſte chief Pretence, which they argue 
Wi upon all occaſions, and with all the 
ti Aſſurance that may be, though in 
it truth without any ground for it, ei- 
Nt: ther in Scripture, Antiquity or Rea- 
ply (on. 
Wt Near about the ſame time with 
18 theſe Papers appear'd an Artful Piece, 
and ſubtilly enough accommodated to 
the Capacity of the Populace, and all 
ſuch who did not well underſtand the 
ſeveral Points in debate betwixt the 
Church of England, and the Church 
of Rome, ae A Papiſ® Miſre- 
preſented and Repreſented, written in 
two Columes, the one pretending to 
give an account of the Rowiſh Reli- 
gion in ſuch Terms as Proteſtants are 
wont to deſcribe it in, but more groſs 
than any Proteſtant of tolerable Un- 
derſtanding would venture to uſe in 
it. The other containing ſuch a Re- 
preſentation as they upon occaſion are 
wont to give of themſelves, and their 
final and Doctrines, though diffe- 
rent 
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rent enough in many Particulars from 


what their Councils, and Catechiſm, 
their Publick Offices of Devotion, their 


molt celebrated Writers, and their 
known Practiſes teſtife of them. This 
Book, thus miſchievouſly contriv d, 


needed therefore ſo much the more 
accurate Anſwer, whereby to {et in a 


true light both theſe diſtorted and un- 
equal Characters. This therefore our 
great Dean took under his Conſidera- 


tion, and fully expoſed its Sophiſtry, 


by giving an exact State of the Diffe- 
rence between us and the Romaniſts, 
and ſhewing, that when all the faireſt 
Allowances that can be, are made, 
there yet remain ſeveral inſuperable 
Difficulties which render our Union 
with them impoſſible, whilſt they 
inſiſt upon their preſent Demands. A 
Reply truly worthy of its Author, 
and which, though it could not 
ſilence its clamorous and overforward 
Adverſaries, yet gave a great Blow 


co their Cauſe; there being no more 


effectual way to arm People againſt the 
Infinuations of Popery, than a fall, 
clear, and authentick Repreſentation 
both of its Principles and Practices: 


| Which wholoever throughly under- 


ſtands, 


i * 
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ſtands, muſt be either wilfully blind, 


or at leaſt groſly prejudiced, if he does 
not diſcover an irreconcileable Diffe- 


rence between thoſe, and the Do- 


ctrines and Precepts of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. | 
Soon after this former Tract came 
forth 2 Dialogue between a New Catholick 
Convert, and a Proteſtant, concerning 


the Dofrines of the Trinity and Tran- 


ſubſtantiation. For ſo bent were the 


Romaniſts upon purſuing their own In- 
tereſt by all Methods whatſoever, that 
they would chooſe rather ( as they 
have too frequently done ſince ) to 
undermine the Trinity and other fun- 
damental Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
than yield themſelves baffled, when all 
unbiaſs d Readers could not but ſee, 
they were ſo to a great degree. But 
this Wicked and Antichriſtian Pam- 
phlet was in a little time worthily 
chaſtiſed by this great Man, in a new 
Dialogue between a Proteſtant and a 
Papiſt, conſiſting of two Parts; the for- 
mer of which being levell'd againſt 
their unaccountable Doctrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, is chiefly ſpent in 
ſhewing that this late Article of the 


' Romiſh Faith is contrary to the conſtant 
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Belief of the Ancient Church, not one 
of whoſe Members ever ta ght it for 
many Ages together: As is here fully 
proved in Contradiction to the vain 
Pretences of the Authors of Conſenſus 
Veterum, and Nubes Teſtium. In the 
other it is clearly made out, that 


though our Saviour's words, This 3s 


my Body, were ſpoken figuratively, yet 
what is ſaid of out Lord's Divinity, 
is not to be ſo underſtood, but in the 


plain and literal Senſe of the Words, 


ecauſe otherwiſe Divine Worſhip 
could not be due to him, as both 
Proteſtants and Papiſts own that the 
Scripture expreſly teaches it to be: 


= Here alſo our Saviour's Divinity is 


proved, by brief but ſolid and ſub- 


ſtantial Arguments ; as is likewiſe the 


Trinity in Unity. And on the other 


hand, the Article of Tranſubſtanti- 


ation is evidenced to be not only un- 
ſcriptural but groſly and ſhamefull 


is no manner of ground for a Parallel 
between theſe two Doctrines; the one 
being a truly Catholick Apoſtolick Ve- 


v4 rity, and a neceſſary Article of Faith, 
1 „ tlie 


lite Lord Biſhop of Worceſter: 


unreaſonable and full of Contradicti- 


ss. and by conſequence, that there 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 

the other a late Novel Invention, and 
which is neither to be ſupported by 
1 Scripture nor Reaſon. 
. Here one would have thought this 
great Champion for the Faith, had 
very competently perform'd his part 
in its defence: But now behold a new 
5 Encounter. That he might be ſure 
1 not to want an Opportunity of exer- 
ciſing both his Learning and his Pati- 
HR ence, he is engaged in another man- 
1 6 ner. For he is preſently called to a 
0 Verbal Conference, concerning the In- 
5 fallibility of the Church of Rome in fol- 
lowing the univerſal Teſtimony of all 
Traditionary Chriſtians; for the Satis. 
faction of Mr. T. ſolicited to go over 
i tothe Roman Communion, who (as Mr. 
1 M. affirm d) had already promis d to 
"4 do it, unleſs Dr. Stillingfleet was able 

„ to ſhew, that Proteſtants have a ground | 
i of abſolute Certainty for their Faith. 
And as we may eaſily believe he would 
"8 not, fo he did not decline fo fair an 
1 _ occaſion of ſhewing how ſadly weak i 
1 and precarious their Faith is, wo 
5 found it only upon the certainty of 
5 1 Oral Tradition. His Adverſary's Argu- 
ment was, That all Traditionary Chri- 
ftians, that it, all Biſhops, all * 
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all Fathers, and all People following 
this Rule (namely of Oral Tradition ) 


and receiving Faith becauſe it was re- 


ceived the day before, could not inno- 


vate in Faith, «unleſs they could all either 


forget what they receiv'd the day before, 
or out of Malice change it; therefore be- 
cauſe no Cauſe can be aſſigned of ſuch an 
Effe#, they cannot innovate, Which 
Plea he abundantly confuted by a ma- 
niteſt Inſtance of the contrary, which 
his Adverſary could not know how to 
get over, namely, of the Greek Church, 
which followed Tradition from Fa- 
ther to Son; and yet, ſays the Dean, 


you charge it with Errors in Matters of 


ö ; | Faith; ſo that a Church following Tra- 
= dition may err in Matters of Faith. 
He has himſelf given us a ſhort Ac- 


count of this Diſpute, whereby it ap- 


pears, not only that he confirmed the 
Gentleman for whoſe ſake it was un- 
| dertaken, but alſo ſo fully anſwered 


all the Pretences of Mr. G. that Mode- 
ſty and Prudence ought to have di- 
> 7 rected him, for his own ſake, to have 


forborn his vain Boaſts of his Perfor- 
| mance upon this Occaſion, And when 


upon Mr. G's diſappearing Mr. M. be- 


| gan to eſpouſe his Cauſe, he ſoon 
SJ E 2 met 
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met with ſo juſt a Reproof that put 


10 | an end to his Attempts, and this Con- 
1 troverſie together. 8 
: 10 | Till at length 7. S. thought fit to 
* ſtep forth with his Catholick Letters, 
1 551 declaring in a very peculiar manner, 
; N that he had accepted a Commiſſion 


„ from Mr. G. to hold his Cards, whilſt 
18 he was not in Circumſtances to play 
out his Game himſelf. One would 
think a Man that makes no more of 
the weightieſt Matters of Faith and 


1 | Salvation, than as it were a Game at 
ib Cards, ſhould not be like to ſay much 
„ to the purpoſe. And to ſnew that he 
5 did not, the Learned Dean in a Trea- 
„ tiſe, ſtyFd, A Diſcourſe concerning the 
Wa, Nature and Grounds of the Certainty of 
6 Faith, ſufficiently expoſes bis confident 
"Mi way of Writing, and ſhews the Weak- 
1 neſs of his Arguments, and the Fal- 
. ſity of his Aſſertions, together with 
qi) his egregious Inſincerity, in publiſhing 
Wk here for Truth, what he durſt not un- 
. dertake to maintain as ſuch at Rome 
ll) and Doway; but on the contrary pro- 


feſs'd it to be deſtructive of Faith, and 
'Heretical, and that he never had taught 
any ſuch Doctrine, nor was it poſſible 
he ſhonld, Thus as to 7. S. himſelft 
5 But 


—— 
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Bat beſides this, he proves againſt his 
Objections to the contrary, that Pro- 
teſtants have ſolid ground of certain- 
ty of their Faith, and that all J. S's 
Arguments hold as evidently againſt 
the certainty of Arithmetick, as of the 


Scriptures : inaſmuch as if the one be 


liable to be miſinterpreted by thoſe 
who do not duly attend to its Do- 
ctrine, ſo is the other to be mifap- 
ply'd by thoſe who do not rightly 
attend to its Directions. The truth 


is, they both oftentimes are wronged 
in the Application, but this does 
not prove either of them to be uncer- 


tain in its ſelf, or not a ſure Rule to 
thoſe who uſe itaright. And beyond 
this, he obſerves farther, that Mr. S's 
Method would overthrow the poſſi- 
bility of any Rule of Faith whatſo- 
ever; and for this plain Reaſon, be- 
cauſe none can be aſſigned, which it 
is not poſſible for Men to miſappre- 
hend and to miſtake about. As like- 
wiſe that 7. S's certain Authority of 


Tradition is not only liable to the 
like Abuſe, but is moreover built up- 


on a very uncertain and ſandy Foun- 
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In this Diſcourſe, p. 23. he pro- 


1 feſſes a deſign of proving, that no 
"Fl Catholick Tradition can be produced: 
Kt againſt us, in any one Point of the 
4 Additional Creed of Pope Pius the 
gd IVth. of which he would ſuddenly 
5 publiſh the firſt Part. And again in 
i | the Concluſion, having fully confuted 
\13Þ 7. S's pretended Demonſtration of the 


Infallibility of Oral and Practical Tra- 
dition, and having thereupon occaſion 
to mention the Council of Trent, and 


nl . its Pretences to a conſtant uninter- 
„ rupted Tradition for its new Articles 
Wk of Faith, be refers himſelf, for An- 
Wk. ſwer to thoſe Pretences, to what he 
* was deſigning to publiſh particularly in 
Wn relation to that Council. It is great 
"pt pity he never finiſh'd what he thus 
mw intended. But the firſt part of it was 
WK ſoon made publick under this Title, 
. The Council of Trent examined and 
HER dliſproved by Catholick Tradition, &c. 
Men And he makes it very plain in relation 
Wh to ſeveral of the Points determined by 
06 that Council, particularly as to a. 
1 written Traditions, the Canon of Scrip- 
Wt - ture, the free uſe of the Scriptures in 
H 4 Vulgar Language, the Merit of Good 
iſt Works, the Number of Sacraments, and 
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Auricular Confeſſian, not only that they 
had no Univerſal. Tradition for their 
Doctrine and Practice, in relation to 
each of theſe, but alſo, by what Steps 
and Degrees, and upon what Occa- 


ſions their Corruptions herein were 


brought in amongſt them. And had 
he gone on as he firſt propoſed, to 


take its remaining Deciſions to task, 
and given the ſame account of them 
likewiſe, it might perhaps have given 
the Romaniſts a greater Blow, than 


moſt other Books that have been writ- 


ten againſt them. | 

Here he was in his qwn Sphere, 
and wrote as a moſt Learned and Ju- 
dicious Divine, and a true Son of, 
and Advocate for the excellent Church 
in which he bore ſo great a Chara- 
Qer. But I have already obſerved, 
that he did not confine himſelf to 
theſe Studies, in which he had done 
ſuch eminent Service in many reſpects, 
but when he ſaw it neceſſary, would 


-turn himſelf to other very different 


Subjects, but always with admirable 
Succeſs, and ſuch Accuracy in each 


Performance, as if he had chiefly, if 


not ſolely, apply'd himſelf to that ſort 
of Learning. Some highly valuable 


In- 
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Inſtances of this I have already men- 
tioned, and muſt now take notice of 
! ſome others. 

1 In the Second Part of his Ecelefte- 

3 frical Caſes are two Diſcourſes, the two 

firſt in order, of which the one had 

never been pub] iſhed before, the other 

[11 was only Reprinted with ſome En- 

largements, having been firſt ſet forth 
In the Year MCI XXXIX 

In the former of theſe, he ſtrenu- 
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| ouſly vindicates the Eccleſiaſtical Laws 

| of our Land, ſhews, that the Biſhops | 
05 in iſſuing proceſſes in their own Names, ; 
10 do no more encroach upon the Prero- , 
16 gatives of the Crown, than all Lords 
hp of Mannors do in holding Courts in ; 
. their Names, nor any more than they . 
[kk fee warranted to do by Law. Heob- MW 
"Wy" ſerves likewiſe, that our Law admits | 
"lh of no Foreign Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdicti- 2 
1 10 on, and yet eaſily lets us ſee withall, | 
ant how looſely thoſe argue, who pro- 
1 ceed upon a Suppofition, that it is a WW 
WE Fundamental Right of this Nation, to : 
1 have ſuch a Common Law, as totally 
"WE excludes the Ecclefiaſtical ; inaſmuch 
"wg as in all tbe Collections of the Com- f 
. i mon Laws, the Church's Rights and 8 
|t th . Liberties and the Ecclefiaſtical Juriſ- 
. diction, 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


S gion, are eſpecially provided for. 
Beſides, that the Eccleſiaſtical Laws 
ftand on the ſame Bottom with other 
Parts of the Common Law of England, 
that is to ſay, a conſtant and 1 immemo- 
rial Cuſtom. | 
The other of theſe Treatiſes was 
look d upon, at its firſt Publication, as 
very compleat in its kind; but was 
now enlarged with very valaable Ad- 
ditions occaſioned by ſome Diſcourſes 
a little before publiſhed, both for and 
againſt the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion 
and the Diſpenſing Power; the moſt 
material Inſtances of which he thought 
requiſite to take into his Conſiderati- 
on: The Subject of it is, The Eccleſea- 
ical Juri dickio, with reſpet? to the 
Legal Supremacy; and it was occaſi- 
oned by King Fames's erecting a High 
Commiſſion Court to cenſure and pu. 
niſh ſuch as refuſed to ſubmit to his 
Diſpenſing Power, and to publiſh in 
their reſpective Churches his Decla- 
ration for Liberty of Conſcience. And 
himſelf tells us, it was written, when 
the Author of it was ſummoned to 
appear before this Commiſſion, and 
was in continual Expectation of un- 
dergoing its Cenſure, for not comply- 
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1 Wm 1 the Orders of it. This Pt 
195 im upon an enquiry into the 
i Fit Grounds on which it — and ha- 
W's ving made the Enquiry, he clearly 
8 ſtates the King's Supremacy, and ſhews 
„ wherein it conſiſted, and what was 
a the Extent of it; and pleads with great 
i | ſtrength of Reaſon, and plenty of Au- 


thorities, - whether Parliamentary or 
of Particular Perſons of our own Na- 
tion and Foreigners, againſt ſuch a 
Diſpenſing Power as was then claim'd 
and ſo earneſtly contended for, and 
ſhews how inconſiſtent it is with the 
Frame of our Conſtitution and Go- 
vernment. Theſe two Pieces are of 
the ſame Thread with that famous 
Tract, which immediately follows in 
the Collection, but which having been 
written long before them, has been 
already taken notice of; The grand 
Queſtion concerning the Juriſdiction of 
the Biſhops in Capital Caſes. Which 
was a noble Inſtance of his intimate 
Acquaintance with both our Common 
and Statute-Laws, and which ſhewed 
him abundantly qualified for ſuch .an 
Undertaking as this. : 
The latter of theſe two Diſcourſes, 
28s I have obſerved, was ee by 
| King 


"x 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
King James's Eccleſiaſtical Commiſlion. 
But in a little time the ſtate of Affairs 
was ſo changed here, that that fell of 
it ſelf, and needed no more to be ſaid 
concerning it. But ſoon after'a new 
Commiſſion of a very different Nature 
was iſſued forth by King William, not 


IB only to the Biſhops, but divers others 


of the more Learned and Eminent 
Divines; who accordingly met to- 
gether in the Jeruſalem Chamber at 
Weſtminſter to review the Liturgy, and 
to try what Improvement might be 
made in it, and ſo were to have 
prepared a new Draught of it, againſt 
the next Seſſion of the Convocation. 
And the Dean of St. Paul's muſt needs, 
to general Satisfaction, be named a 
Member of it, and he not only ap- 
peared as ſuch ſo long as his Health 
enabled him, but made a principal Fi- 
gure amongſt them, and ſhewed a fin- 
gular Wiſdom and Judgment in the 
= whole Defign and Management of it. 
And I very well remember, that one of 
great Note amongſt them made heavy 
Complaint of his being ſeiz d by a Fit 
of the Gout in the midſt of their Bu- 
ſineſs, declaring the great want they 
had of his Preſence and Aſſiſtance in 


their 
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The Life of Biſhop Stillingfleet, 
their Debates, and the Directions they 


were deſirous to have received from 


A 1. pt. 

And now I muſt leave off calling 
him Mr. Dean, and give him a higher 
Title: But before I do fo, I would 
take notice, that during his being in 


that Station, be had both in King 


Charles's Reign, and again in King 
James's, been, * joynt Suffrage of 
the Lower Houſe of Convocation, for 


a long time together, + choſen their 


Prolocutor. A Promotion they all 
look'd: upon as juſtly due to his fin- 


gular Abilities, for the diſcharge of it, 


by reaſon of his profound and exten- 
five Learning, his depth of Judgment, 
His skilfulneſs in managing Debates, 
His quickneſs of Reply upon whatſo- 
ever Occaſion, his great Prudence, his 
Gravity of Deportment, his Candor 


and Ingenuity, or whatever might 


qualifie him for that eminent Station, 
And he could not have failed to an- 
ſwer their Expectation, and adorn the 
Chair wherein they had placed him, 
in an unwonted manner, had it not 
been for want of Bufineſs to be tran- 
ſacted among them, and ſo of an Op- 
-Portunity to exert himſelf. Nor is it 
122 Pro: 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
' probable that this Reſpe& would 
ever have ceaſed to be paid him, fo 


long as he was in a Capacity to re- 
ceive it: Such was the Regard all had 


1 for his great Worth, and ſuch the De- 
1 ference every one was ready to pay 
3 him. | 8 ; 

* But now at length in the Year 
3 MDCLXXXIX, he was advanc'd to 
f an higher Station in the Church, to 
EF 1 the great Joy of its ſincere and dati- 
ir ful Sons, and who unfeignedly deſire 
Il its Welfare. For the Biſhoprick of 
* Worceſter becoming vacant by the 
t, Death of the Learned and Pious Dr. 
1- Thomas, formerly Biſhop of St. Da- 
t, ids, and thence tranſlated to that 
s, Dioceſs, the Dean of St. Paul's was 
o- & preſently pitch'd upon to ſucceed him 
lis in that See; whereto he was Conſe- 
or crated by the Right Reverend Father 
ht in God, Dr. Henry Compton, the pre- 
n. ſent Lord Biſhop of Tondon, aſſiſted 
n- & by the Right Reverend William Lord 
he | 2 | "Biſhop of St. Aſaph, and Thomas Lord 
m, Biſhop of Rocheſter, in his Lordſhip's 
ot Chappel at Fulham, the 13th day of 
m- October, at the ſame time that the Re- 
* verend Dr. Simon Patrick, Dean of Pe- 


terborongb, was Conſecrated Biſnop of 
Bo Chi- 
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on theſe A This is a faithful ſay- 
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| Chicheſter, and Dr. Gilbert Tronſide, 


Warden of Mad bam College in Oxon, 
Biſhop of Briſtol. 
But this his ſo well 4 Pro- 
motion did not put a ſtop to his in- 
defatigable Induſtry for the good of 
others: It only gave him occaſion to 
turn his Thoughts to ſome other Sub- 


jects he had not treated on before, as 
it likewiſe encouraged him to proceed 


farther in thoſe he had. For as long 
as God allow d him Life and Health, 

he would by no means be taken off 
from his laudable Deſign of laying 
out his Time and Abilities for the 
Benefit not only of the Age in which 
heliv d, but of thoſe that ſhould come 


after. 


To this end he again enter d the 
Liſts with his former Adverſaries the 
Socinians, who having begun to diſ- 
perſe their pernicious Pamphlets and 
other Treatiſes in order to pervert 
the leſs underſtanding and leſs wary 


Readers, into whoſe Hands they might 


come; he now thought it neceſſary 


to caution Perſons againſt them. This 
he did in a Sermon preach'd at the 


Tueſday Lecture at St. Lawrence-Jewry, 


mg, 


L 


late Lord Biſbop of Worceſter. 
ing, and worthy of all acceptatian, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the World to ſave 
Sinners of which I am chief; 1 Tim. 1. 
15. Where he makes out our Salva- 
tion by Chriſt the eternal Son of God's 
aſſuming our Nature and ſuffering in 
our ſtead, in order to the reconciling 
God to us, and making a Propitiation 
for our Sins, to be both far more a- 
greeable to Scripture, than the Soei- 
nian Expoſition of this Doctrine, and 
far more beneficial and comfortable to 
Mankind, as having a much greater 
tendency to raiſe our Eſteem and Love 
of our Redeemer, to beget in us a 
hatred of Sin, and ſtrengthen our 
hope of Salvation by Chriſt. And 
whereas the Sociniens are wont to de- 
cry the Myſteries of Faith, and ſevere- 
Ty to condemn our Interpretation of 
Scripture, and our Principles of Reli- 
gion; upon this account, he effectual- 
ly anſwers this Objection, by proving, 
that God may lawfully require of us 
in general the Belief of what we can- 
not comprehend, that after what man- 
ner ſoever the Method of Salvation 
by Chriſt be explained, there will be 
ſomething of that Nature found in it, 
ſo that thoſe who reject the — 
O 
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De Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
of our Faith, run into greater Diffi- 
culties than thoſe who aſſert them; 
and again, that no more 1s required 
as a neceſſary Article of Faith, than 
what is plainly and clearly revealed; 
and by conſequence, that there is no 
Contradiction between the Dictates of 


Reaſon, and the Holy Scripture, but 
an honeſt Chriſtian may firmly aſſent 


to and profeſs all the Doctrines of 


his Religion, and eſpecially thoſe that 


are neceſſary to Salvation, more par- 


ticularly thoſe relating to our Savi- 


our's Incarnation, and our Salvation 


by his Merits and Mediation, without 
renouncing his Reaſon and Under- 


ſtanding, or putting any forced unna- 
tural Senſe upon the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, whilſt on the other hand the 
Socinian Interpretation is liable to di- 
vers inextricable Difficulties and Ab- 
ſurdities. | 5 , 

This touch'd theſe conceited Pre- 
tenders to Reaſon ſo nearly that a Re- 
ply was thought neceſſary, though it 
was a conſiderable time, (about three 
Years) before they ventur'd to ap- 


. pear in Print againſt it. But in the 


Year 1694, out came a Pamphlet with 
the Title. of Conſederations and Expli- 


cations 


——. 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter: 


cations of the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
&c. where the firſt Attempt was upon 
the Biſhop of Worceſter's Sermon, as 
what they found preſs d hardeſt upon 
them. And here they do him the ju- 
ſtice to own: his ſingular Talents, and 
Knowledge, and Underſtanding, and 
Skill in Polemical, no leſs than Pra- 
ctical Divinity, inſomuch that Si Per- 


gamma dextra, had the Cauſe been de- 


fenſible, it could not have wiſh'd for 
a more accompliſh'd Advocate againſt 
them. They call him the Great Prelate, 


and allow him to have all the Properties 
for which an Adwerſary may be either 


fear'd or reverenc'd, to have underſtood 


perfectly the Doctrine of the Church, and 


= the Points in queſtion ; to be one that 


would. commit no Overſight through Ig- 


= morance, Haſh or Inadvertency z bnt © 
would know how to take and manage all 
= Advantages, and that he was too Expe- 
= rienced and 
WE Canſe, on the Succeſt of an half thought 
A | Hypotheſes, a erude Invention, or prety 
new Querb. But withall, they ſet them- 
ſelves to pick all the holes they could 
= poſſibly in his Sermon, as alſo in ſome 
other Sermons and Diſcourſes refle- 

| &ed upon in the ſame Trad. i 
1 „ TE: - 


Judlicious to hazard his 
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4 To this Attack of theirs he did not 
. preſently rejoyn; but yet he did not in 
Ik! the leaſt give over the Cauſe, but when 
„ either his own Occaſions, or his Health 
1 | allow'd him better Leiſure for it, or 
L907 for whatſoever Reaſon he thought it 
180 more convenient, in the Year 1697, 

he reprinted his former Diſcourſe a- 

gainſt Crellius, concerning the Doctrine 

of Chriſt's Satisfaction, together with 
| his forementioned Sermon, and a long 
Wh Preface concerning the true State of the 
1 7 Controverſie. And beſides, the ſame 
3 Year he publiſhed likewiſe another 
Rk | Diſcourſe, in Vindication of the Do- 
ll - Frine of the Trinity, with an Anſwer to 
the Socinian ObjeFions againſt it. 

In the Preface to the former of theſe 
he obſerves how the Socinians have 
ſhifted their Doctrines and alter'd their 
Catechiſm in this Point, and have en- 


1 deavour'd to render the Difference be- 
* tween us and themſelves, of much leſs 
3 weight than indeed they are, juſt as 
Kb the Romaniſts do in our Diſputes with | 
'F I | them; and makes it apparent, that 


whatever they pretend, they in truth 
own no ſuch thing as the Death. of 
Chriſt 'being an Expiatory Sacrifice for 
the Sins of Mankind, the Deſign w 

| the 
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in its proper place, and ſo ſhall. ſay 
nothing more of it hete. . 


down the Cauſe of his writing it, 


it which he tells us was this: That in 
„ the Socinian Tract pretended to be ari 
a- Anſwer to his Sermon, he had met 
ve with this bold Aſſertion, to give it no 


h harder a Name, That he had utterly 


g miſtaken in thinking that they deny 


he the Articles of the new Creed, or A- 
ne thanaſian Religion, becauſe they are 
er . Myſteries, or becauſe, ſay they, we 
„do not comprehend them: we deny 
to them, becauſe we do comprehend 

them, we have a clear and diſtin& 
ſe Perception that they are not Myſte- 
ve I ries, but Contradictions, Impoſſiblities 
eir and pure Nonſenſe. Which words, ſays 
2n- WW the Biſhop, contain in them ſo ſpite- 
be- ul, ſo unjuſt, and unreaſonable a Charge 
eſs [WF por the Chriſtian Church in general, 
t as and our own in particular, that I could 
ith not but think my ſelf concerned, eſpeci- 
hat ally ſince they are addreſſed to me to do 
uth what in me lay, (as ſoon as my uncertain 
f Fate of Health would permit) towards 
85 | the clearing the fundamental Myſtery of 
0 


1c; 


the Book it ſelf, I have already noted 


In the Preface to the other, he ſets 


8 he Athanaſian Religion, as they call 
: - 
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it ; the Doctrine of the Trinity which 

x chiefly ſtruck at by them. And ac- 
ty in this Preface he makes it 
his Buſineſs to expoſe their Procee- 
dings, in dividing vs all either into 
Nominal or Real Trinitarians, the for- 
mer of theſe they charge with Sabellia- 
2iſm, and the latter with Tritheiſm ; 
and ſhews how unjuſtly they miſrepre- 
ſent, and how unfairly they treat thoſe 


whom they rank under each of the De: 


nominations, obſerving withall, how 5 
ready they are to ſtrike in with the De. 


iſts, to complement and cajole them, 


and with them to reſolve all into Rea- 
ſon, and prefer Natural before Re- 
veal'd Religion, and ſpeak more fa- 
vourably of the Maihometans, Jews 
and Tartars, than of ſuch as believe 
the truly Chriſtian DoCtrines of the 
Trinity and Incarnation. He that 
would fee more of their Behaviour in 
this reſpe&, may find a full Account 
of it in a Book publiſhed long ſince this 
Bſhop's Death, entituled, D:/ſertations 
Hiſtoriques ſur divers Sujes. Ni. 
ln the Book he applies himſelf to 
maintain the Doctrine of the Trinity, a a8 


it has been generally receiv'd in the 


Chriſtian Chureb, and is expreſs'd in 
| the 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, 
the Athana/tan Creed, from thoſe hor- 
rible Imputations of Nonſenſe , Con- 
tradiction and Impoſhbility , with 
which thoſe that call themſelves Q- 
nitarians, do ſo confidently charge it, 
and proves, that the moſt conſiderable 
of the Ancient Chriſtians were by no 
means of their Party. He confiders 
diſtinctly arid very nicely the Sacini- 


| ans Charge of Contradiction in the Do- 


ctrine of the Trinity, and clearly de- 
fends the Athanaſian Creed from their 
ſcurrilous and blaſphemous Reflecti- 
ons upon it, and deſervedly expoſes 
their forc'd and unreaſonable Interpre- 
tations of Scripture as to our Saviour's 
Divinity, and more eſpecially in rela- 
tion to the firſt Chapter of St. 70h 
Goſpel, and moſt learnedly and judict- 
ouſly proves the QOnitarian Doctrine to 
be contrary to the Belief of the Catho- 
lia Church from the Beginning; and 
in the laſt place moſt convincingly an- 
{wers thoſe Objections in point of Rea- 
fon, which they ſo much value them- 
ſelves upon. Afﬀterwardsin a Poſtſcript 
he takes notice of a Socinian Pampblet, 
which in a very abuſive manner reflects 
npon this moſt excellent Vindication 
of our Chriſtian Faith, and ſharply, 
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but yet with great Decency expoſes its 

Trifling and Buffoonry, obſerving 

withall, in a few Pages, how careful 

the Reflector had been not to ven- 

ture upon the main Arguments for the 
Defence of this weighty Doctrine of 

the Bleſſed Trinity in Unity, and how 

feebly and unſucceſsfully he had at- 

tack'd thoſe he did venture upon. 

This Poſtſcript was annex d to his An- 
ſwer to Mr. Locke's firſt Letter, occaſi- 

oned by ſome Reflections the Biſnop 

had made in the foreſaid Vindication 

upon his Eſſay concerning Humane Un. 
clerſtanding. 

This Eſſay abounding with a Set of 
new Philoſophical Terms, as if ſome 
wonderful Improvement of Knowledge 
was to have been hoped for from it, 
and being written with a graceful Air, 
and livelineſs of Spirit, and elegancy 
of Style, and politeneſs of Expreſſi- 
on, à ſmartneſs in Reaſoning, and an 
ingenious improvement of his Argu- 
ments to the beſt advantage, by a cloſe- 
neſs of Reference, and patneſs of Si- 
militudes and Alluſtons, no wonder a 
new Scheme of Notions, and a pro- 
feſs d Deſign of promoting true Under- 
ſtanding, and a right Apprehenſion of 


Things, 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


Things, ſet off with theſe uncommon 


Advantages, ſhould eafily recommend 
it ſelf to the Affections of the Studi- 
ous, eſpecially the younger part of 
them. But then the more inviting and 


plauſible ſuch a Work is, the more dan- 


gerous will it certainly prove, if it 
leads to Scepticiſm, if it may be brought 
to favour a negle& of Reveald Re- 
ligion , or a. Miſinterpretation of it; 
or in ſhort, if it tends to propagate 
any ſort of Principles that agree not 
with thoſe of our moſt Holy Religion. 
That ſuch a Uſe was made of that 


Eſſay the Biſhop was very ſenſible, and 


therefore thought it neceſſary to warn 
his Readers of the danger ſome of them 
might otherwiſe be led into. He did 
not defign an Anſwer to this Diſcourſe, 
though it has had that ſince from a 
Perſon of great Ingenuity and Learn- 
ing, (Mr. Lee, heretofore Fellow of 
Emanuel College in Cambridge, and of 
more than ordinary Note in that U- 
niverſity, now Rector of 1zcbmarſh in 
| Northamptonſhire) ſuch as neither the 
Author himſelf, nor any of his moſt 
z2alous Diſciples did ever yet think fit 
to give a Reply to: Which it's natu- 
ral to ſuppoſe, ſome of them would 
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The Life of Dr, Stillingfleet, 


before this have done, had they judged 


it would have been with good ſucceſs. 
To go about leſſening the Reputation 
of this Eſſay, was, you may plainly ſee 
by him, touching Mr. Locke in the moſt 
ſenſible part. He thought, no doubt, 
its being attack'd by fo great a Man 
went no little way towards it ; and 
therefore he makes ſuch long Com- 
plaints, though he might ſoon have 
ended all occaſion of them himſelf, 
would he have purſued the main 
Point, and anſwered plainly to what, 
for clearing it, was reaſonably enough 
required of him. For the Biſhop, I 
ſay, did not intend an Anſwer to this 
celebrated Diſcourſe, but yet he jud- 
ged it requiſite to take notice of what 
the Author had (aid, ſo far as concerned 
the Controverſie himſelf was now en- 
gaged in. To which purpoſe he ob- 
ſerves, that, as the Exiſtence of an In- 
finite Being cannot be proved from our 
clear and ſimple Ideas, whilſt in truth 
we have noſuch Ideas of it, ſo neither 
is it neceſſary in relation to the belief 
of the ever- bleſſed Trinity, that our 
Senſation and Reflection furniſh us with 
clear and fimple Ideas of this Diſtincti- 


on betwixt Nature and Perſon; it be- 


ing 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 89 
ing ſufficient that we firmly believe 
what God has revealed, though we 
do not fully comprehend the Nature of 
whatever is thus reveal'd. 0 

In anſwer to this Mr. Locke com- 
plains, that what he wrote was with- 
out any thought of the Controverſie 
betwixt the Trinitarians and Onitari- 
ans, and that he accounted himſelf 
wronged herein, ſince his Notions a- 
bout Ideas had no Connection with 
any Objections, that are made by o- 
thers againſt the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, or againſt Myſteries. But the 
Biſhop tells him, that to lay the Foun- in 
dation of Certainty as to Matters of iſ 
| ' Faith, upon clear and diſtin& Ideas, | 
| which was the Opinion his Lordſhip 
oppoſed, does certainly overthrow all 
Myſteries of Faith, and excludes the 
Notion of Subſtance out of Rational 
Diſcourſe. And he profeſſes the true | 
and only Reaſon of his looking into | | 

| 


this way of Certainty by Ideas to have P 
been, that he found it apply'd to pro- | 
mote Scepticiſm and Infidelity, and to : 
overthrow the Myſterizs of our Faith; | 
adding moreover, that it was very _ 
ee his Meaning might be mi- 

| 


CCC 


K 


aken, or his Notions miſapply'd; and 
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[HY feht he had therefore now a fair Oc- 


[ ec caſion given him to vindicate himſelf, 
1 8516 and let the World ſee, that he had no 
„ ill Deſign, nor intended any Pre ju- 
r 0 . A . 

3 dice to the Chriſtian Faith by what 


had publiſhed. The ſame Method he 
41 alſo — and preſſes more home 
. upon him in another Letter: Where- 
. in he proves Mr. Lycke's Notion of 
Ideas, to be inconſiſtent with it ſelf, 
and with the Articles of the Chriſtian 


i Faith, and puts him in mind, that 
10 the readieſt way to clear himſelf from 
Wh... the Suſpicion of having intended to 
134 ſerve the Intereſt of Socinianiſm and 
Ka Infidelity, would be by openly de- 
„ claring himſelf to own the Doctrine of 
1 the Trinity, as it has been receiv'd in 
Wn the Chriſtian Church, and is now pro- 
WAG | feſs'd by ours, in the Creeds and Ar- 
05 ticles of Religion: But yet a Decla- 
1 ration that he would not by any — 
% be brought to. 
* This Task our Reverend Biſhop had 
1 taken upon himſelf as a Divine, and a 
$1.80 zealous Aſſerter of our truly Ancient 
RF and Catholick Faith. And who fo fit 
"$9 to undertake the Defence of the Faith 


once delivered to the Saints, as thoſe 
who are in the higheſt Stations, 
0 


Pn VAR — * 
3 
* 

_ 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 

of the chiefeſt Abilities in the Church? 
Their great Advantages above others 
call upon them to ſtand in the Gap, 
and reſolutely oppoſe all thoſe diffe- 
rent Enemies, who are either audaci- 
ouſly affronting, ſubtily undermining, 
or imprudently weakning the weigh- 
ty Evidences and Truths of our Holy 
Religion. This our great Prelate was 
too ſenſible of to forbear employing 
himſelf in ſo good a Work. He did 
not forget that his high Office in the 
Church of God, was a Truſt commit- 
ted to him, and for which he did ex- 
pe& one Day to give a ſtrict account 
to his Sovereign Lord. And he would 
not ſpare his Pains, ſo long as the 
ſharp Diſtemper he had been ſo long 
preſs'd with (and which at length put 
an end to his Life) would allow him 
the uſe of exerting his Abilities for 
them. He never valued the Trouble, 
I may truly ſay, where he foreſaw it 
might be for the benefit either of the 
Dioceſs over which he ſo bappily pre- 
ſided, or the reſt of the Nation. He 
was an unwearied as well as highly 
uſeful Labourer in his Lord's Vine- 
yard, ſo long as it pleaſed God to 
allow him Time and Strength for it. 
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The Life of Biſhop Stillingfleet, 

Idleneſs, that Ruſt of the Soul, he 
had a perfect Averſion to, both before 
and atter he was advanced to the E- 
piſcopal Throne. And of theſe his 
numerous Works already mentioned 
are an abundant Demonſtration, and 
yet there are ſome others ſtill remain- 
ing: As theſe Anonymous Tracts, of 
which he has been 2 thought the 
Author. namely, A Diſcourſe concern- 
ing the Unreaſonableneſs of a nem Sepa- 
ratian upon the account of the Oaths; An 
Anſwer to a Paper delivered by My. Aſh- 
ton iat his Execution to Sir F. C. Sheriff 
of London; 4 Letter to Dr. B. on refu- 
# ng the Biſhoprick of B. and M. 

And now at length if we attend 
hint to Worce/ter, the Place of his par- 
tienlar Charge, we ſhall find, as might 
reaſonably be expected from a Prelate 


of his Goodneſs, Ability and Induſtry, 


thathe would not be wanting to make 
a due Inſpection into the State of his 
Dioceſs, and to excite his Clergy to, 
and inſtruct them in the faithful diſ- 
charge of their Duty in their ſeveral 
Stations: And as a worthy Inſtance 
of his Paternal Care in this Reſpect, he 
has left behind him a Collection of 
Charges at his Viſitations, incompa- 

rably 


a . pans yy wW We % WP 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


rably learned and uſeful as we have 
ever ſeen: An admirable Pattern for 
thoſe that ſhould come after to fol- 
low him is. Theſe he publiſned ſome 
time before his Death, for theInfor- 
mation of others, as well as thoſt to 
whom they had been-more immediate- 
ly directed; and ſuch as have ſeri- 
ouſly peruſed them muſt needs be ſen- 
ſible how high a value they ought 
to put upon "them: Here we have 


moſt compleatly diſplay'd the Nature 


and Dignity of the Prieſtly Function, 
rogether with the Duties and Rights 
of it, according to the Principles: both 
of Law and Conſcience. 

In the firſt of theſe Diſcourſes made 
at his Primary Viſitation, Ot. 21. 


1690. after a brief, but unanſwerable 


Vindication of the Epiſcopal Order, 
he proceeds to conſider the Indiſpen- 
ſible Duty of Biſhops and taeir Preſ- 
byters, as to Reſidence, Preaching, 


and the Care of their Flocks, and re- 
commends to them a plain, practical, 
uſeful way of Preaching, a diligent 


Catechiſing of Children, and 'a Care 


to bring them to Confirmation; and 
not only a conſtant, but devout. Per- 
formance of the Publick Offices of the 


Church, 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
Church, together with a prudent Be- 
haviour towards thoſe who diflent 
from the Eſtabliſh'd Church; a Rea- 
dineſs to viſit the Sick, and to do it, 
not formally and ſuperficially, but to 
its chicf Ends and Purpoſes; a Fre- 
quent and Reverend Celebration of the 
Lord's Supper, as the moſt proper part 
of the Evangelical Worſhip ; and 
laſtly, a very particular Care of their 
own Converſation, that it might be 
ſuch as becomes the Preachers of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and thoſe that are 
to be burning and ſhining Lights in 
the World. And the more effeQually 
to preſs upon them. a Regular Ob- 
ſervance of their Duty in each of 
theſe reſpe&s, he acquaints them what 
Authority the Biſhops us'd to have 
over the Clergy, by the Ancient Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Law of this Realm, and 
what Cenſures they were liable to, in 
caſe of Offence. Concluding all with 
an earneſt Exhortation to behave 
themſelves with ſuch Care and Cauti- 
on, and ſuch Fidelity in the diſcharge 
of their ſeveral Duties, as that him- 
ſelf might never be put to the uneaſie 
Task of exerciſing the Power he had to 
proceed againſt Tranſgreſſors of the 

| Ec- 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
Eccleſiaſtical Laws. This was the 
Purport and Deſign of his firſt 


Charge. | 


The next time for his Triennial 


Viſitation was 1693, when it is not 


to be ſuppoſed, if he were in any 
tolerable meaſure of Health, that he 
would omit ſo eſſential a part of his 
Office, as this of meeting with his 
Clergy, and inſtructing and encoura- 


ging them in the faithful performance 


of their Duty, and an Enquiry after 
the Miſcarriages of any that might 
poſſibly have been leſs mindful of it. 
Nor would he omit giving them a 


Charge, of the moſt proper and uſe- 


ful Points for them: And therefore 1 
muſt mention, that what 'afterwards 


appear'd as a diſtin& Treatiſe of it ſelf, 
(a compleat one indeed it is) was for 
the moſt part firſt delivered in his 


Charges this Year. His Diſcourſe, I 
mean, concerning Bonds of Reſignation. 
For it is not unlikely, that in the diſ- 


charge of his Epiſcopal Function, and 
| particularly in giving Inſtitution to Be- 
_ nefices, he had met with Intimations 


of ſuch Bonds having been required 


by ſome unreaſonable and unjuſt Pa- 


trons which ſoon directed his Thoughts 
| to 
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Me Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 


to this important Subject. But in fact 


it is plain, that he had ſuch an oc a- 


ſion, to take into Conſideration, the 
great Miſchief that is done, not only 
to the Souls of thoſe who ſuffer their 
Conſciences to be thus enſnared, but 
in general to our Church and Religi- 
on, which cannot but be great ſuffe- 
rers by thoſe wicked Sy moniacal Con- 
tracts, either of this or any other like 
nature, whereinto either Careleſs or 
Indigent Clerks are too often drawn 
in order to a Livelihood in the World. 
And becauſe Bonds of Reſignation 


upon demand, ſo long as no Sum of 
Money is either paid down, or arti- 


cled for before-hand, are too often 
thought a ſafe Evaſion of Simony, he 
here undertakes to prove that this 
Imagination is groſly Erroneous, and 
they only delude themſelves with it. 


He expreſſes a ſingular Tenderneſs for 


the Rights of the Parochial Clergy, 
their Work and Duty being heavy and 
laborious, if it be performed as it 


ought to be, and argues for them a- 


gainſt the unreaſonable uſage they too 
frequently meet with, that they ought 
not to have any new Burdens impoſed 


upon them, under a pretence of Law, 
which 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter: 
which neither they nor their Succeſſors 
will be able to bear; adding moreover, 
that it was not meerly the Intereſt of 
the Clergy, but of our Religion, which 
lies at ſtake, and is liable to ſuffer more 
ways than one by this unjuſtifiable 
Method, if it find Encouragement, 
and under a pretence of Law, be re- 
commended and put in practice. And 
the more fully to evince the Iniquity of 
theſe Bonds, he ſhews them to be a- 
gainſt the intent of the Law, and 
inconſiſtent with the Freedom that 
ought to be both in giving and taking 
an Eccleſiaſtical Benefice, and a breach 


of the Oath to be taken by every In- 


cumbent at the entrance upon his Li- 
ving, againſt Simony; which is not 
limited by the Statute 31 Elixabethæ, 
but was in being long before; and 
that all the Pleas which are made for 
ſuch Bonds are inſufficient, and all 
trading for Livings, if ſuffered to go 
unpuniſhed, will certainly ruin the 
beſt Church in the World, by leſſen- 
ing the Reputation of Churchmen, 
and taking off the good Affections of 
the People, and making them run 
into Faction and Infidelity. Thus ſoli- 
citous was he to cure this pernicious 

| | * and 
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98 
A2 nud growi 


ng Evil: And the Evidence 
he has brought againſt it is ſo full and 
ſatisfactory, from Reaſon, Law, Con- 
ſcience, and the dreadful Evils that 
may too probably enſue upon it, that 


none of the many Favourers of ſo bad 


a Cuſtom have, in all this time, ever 
once attempted the Defence of it. 

The next Triennial was 1696, the 
laſt the good Biſhop ever ſaw; had he 
outliv'd 1699, we ſhould no doubt. 
have had the Benefit of that too, ſeen 
more Effects of his Care, and Uſeful- 
neſs to his Clergy. But though this 
was deny'd us, yet have we great rea- 
ſon to be thankful for what tother 
ſupply'd us with, no leſs than three 
different Charges for the ſame Year, 
deliverd at ſo many ſeveral Places. 
In the firſt of theſe he treats of the 
Truſt committed to the Parochial Cler- 
gy, and the Duties hereby incumbent 
upon them, which he both explains, 
and preſſes upon them, from the Con- 
ſideration of what was required of the 


Loevitical Prieſts, beſides that which 


was Typical and Ceremonial; and of 
what God expected from his Pro- 
phets, and the dread ful Condition they 
muſt be in, if they were not mindful 

to 


— 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


to warn his People accordingly; and 


from the expreſs Charge that is given 
in the New Teſtament, to feed the Flock 
of God, and be Examples to it And 
then ſhews the Preference of the Eccle+ 
fiaſtical Juriſdiction and Proceedings, 
for as now a long time ſettled, before 
a Parochial or Congregational Diſci- 


pline. And at laſt reminds them 


wherein a faithful Diligence in their 
Office confiſts, and what Courſe they 


all ought to take in order to it. 


The Argument of the next being the 
particular Duties of the Parochial 
Clergy, he firſt puts them in mind of 


the indiſpenſible Obligation they were 


under, as Labourers in their Lord's 
Vineyard, Teachers and Paſtors of his 
Flock, Ambaſſadours from Chriſt, and 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God, un- 
der all which Characters, they are re- 
preſented in the New Teſtament; and 
then proceeds to a more particular E- 
numeration of the ſeveral Duties re- 
quired of them, with reſpect to the 
Lord's. Day, and other times of Pub- 
lick Worſhip, exhorting them to a 
conſtant and diligent Preaching and 
Catechiſing, and a due and ſolemn Ce- 
lebration of the Sacraments; as alſo 
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and growing Evil: And the Evidence 
he has brought againſt it is ſo full and 
ſatisfactory, from Reaſon, Law, Con- 
ſcience, and the dreadful Evils that 
may too probably enſue upon it, that 


none of the many Favourers of ſo bad 


a. Cuſtom have, in all this time, ever 
once attempted the Defence of it. 
The next Triennial was 1696, the 
laſt the good Biſhop ever ſaw; had he 
outliv'd 1699, we ſhould no doubt. 
have bad the Benefit of that too, ſeen 
more Effects of his Care, and Uſeful- 
neſs to his Clergy. But though this 
was deny'd us, yet have we great rea- 
ſon to be thankful for what tother 
ſupply'd us with, no leſs than three 
different Charges for the ſame Year, 
deliver d at ſo many ſeveral Places. 
In the firſt of theſe he treats of the 
Truſt committed to the Parochial Cler- 
gy, and the Duties hereby incumbent 
upon them, which he both explains, 
and preſſes upon them, from the Con- 
ſideration of what was required of the 
Levitical Prieſts, beſides that which 
was Typical and Ceremonial ; and of 
what God expected from his Pro- 
phets, and the dreadful Condition they 
muſt be in, it they were not mindful 
E to 
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to warn his People accordingly; and 

from the expreſs Charge that is given 
in the New Teſtament, to feed the Flock 
f God, and be Examples to it And 

then ſnews the Preference of the Eccles 
fiaſtical Juriſdiction and Proceedings, 
for as now a long time ſettled, before 
a Parochial or Congregational Diſci- 
pline. And at laſt reminds them 
wherein a faithful Diligence in their 
Office confiſts, and what Courſe they 
all ought to take in order to t. 
The Argument of thenext being the 
particular Duties of the Parochial 
Clergy, he firſt puts them in mind of 
the indiſpenſible Obligation they were 
under, as Labourers in their Lord's 
Vineyard, Teachers and Paſtors of his 
Flock, Ambaſſadours from Chriſt, and 
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e Stewards of the Myſteries of God, un- 
[- der all which Characters, they are re- 
it preſented in the Nem Teſtament; and 
5, then proceeds to a more particular E- 
1 numeration of the ſeveral Duties re- 
IC . quired of them, with reſpect to the 
h Lords. Day, and other times of Pub- 
of lick Worſhip, exhorting them to a 
9 conſtant and diligent Preaching and 


* Catechiſing, and a due and ſolemn Ce- 
lebration of the Sacraments; as alſo 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
to a Care to qualifie themſelves for re- 
folving Caſes of Conſcience, and to 
ſet their Pariſhioners a good Example 
of Vertuous and Holy Living. And 
laſtly, in order to a right performance 
of all theſe Duties, he recommends 
to them a Conſcientious Reſidence a- 
mongſt their Pariſhioners. Which 
Point he takes occaſion to enquire into 
and ſettle, with that wonderful variety 
of Reading and Obſervations, which 
was ſo peculiarly eminent in all his 
Performances of this Nature. 

Hereto is ſubjoin'd a Diſcourſe con- 
cerning the Maintenance of the Clergy, 
which though printed as a diſtinct 
Tra&, I take at firſt to have been only 
the latter part of this ſame Charge, 

ut not improbably enlarged beyond 
what was ſpoken at the Viſitation. 
This I the rather. conclude, becauſe 
he had propounded to enquire into 
two things; 1ſt. The Duties whereto 
his Clergy flood obliged ; and 2dly. The 
Encouragement which the Law gives in 
Conſideration of it. The latter of which 
Confiderations is not purſued in that 
former Diſcourſe, but in the Beginning 


of this is declared to be the Subject 


he intended now to conſider. But be 
that 


late Lord Biſhop of Vorceſter. 


that as it will, it is certain, he gives a 


Learned Account of the Mazſe and 
Maintenance ſettled upon each Pariſh- 


Prieſt, the Oblations that were wont 
to be made by the People, and of the 
Tythes that were given and ſettled. 
The laſt of which he inſiſts upon 
more largely, as to the Foundation in 
Law which they ſtand upon, and the 
Rules that are to be obſerv'd about 
them, the Exemptions that have been 
granted from Payment of them, and 
what Preſcriptions have obtained, and 
a Compoſitions have been made againſt 
„ them. In all which Particulars he 
} ſpeaks (as he does likewiſe in his two 
* Arguments in the Houſe of Lords) more 
a 

| 


like one who had diligently ſpent his 
time in the Study of the Laws, than 


nent in his own particular Profeſſion. 


e 

9 In his laſt of theſe Charges, ſaid 
* to be delivered likewiſe in that Vear 
e 1696, he treats very particularly, and 
* with his peculiar wonted skill in Law 
h and Hiſtory, of immemorial Preſcrip- 
it - tions as to the Juriſdictions of the 
g Archbiſhops and Biſhops, Archdeacons, 
& Deans and Chapters, the ſeveral Officers 
Je! of the Biſhops Courts, and the ſettling 


one who had always appeared ſo emi- 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
of the Bounds and Rights of Pariſhes, 


and that general Practice and Allow- 


ance which is the Foundation and Mea- 
ſure of the Common-Law ; and thence 
enquires concerning the Pope's Canons 
and Decrees, how far they have been 
receiv'd here, and how far not; con- 
cerning the Power of making Canons 
owned by A& of Parliament, con- 
cerning the Right and Manner of ſum- 
moning Convocations, and the due 
obſervation of the Canons made by 
them. Beſides ſeveral other very con- 
ſiderable Obſervations interſperſed, in 
relation to: the Biſhops Right of keep- 
ing their Courts in their own Names 
a Lay-Patron's Power to revoke his 
Preſentation, the Months allow'd for 
Preſenting, whether Calendar Months, 
or to be reckoned by Weeks, the Al- 
lowableneſs of ſelling a Right of Ad- 

Daa, fect 
Never were more Learned Charges 
given at any Viſitations, nor conſider- 
ing the Author, was it to be expected 
that there ſnould. Charges, full of 
ſolid and inſtructive Senſe, rational 
and judicious Explications and Reſo- 
Jutions, nervous Arguments, good Law, 
and ſound Divinity, enforced with fe-, 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


rious and religious, weighty and con- 


vincing Authorities, Epiſcopal and 


Paternal, and yet gentle and friendly, 
obliging and highly uſeful Admoniti- 
ons and Exhortations. The Subjects 
inſiſted upon were ſuch as required a 
large meaſure of Underſtanding to treat 
of them aright, and the Management 
of them ſo far from deceiving, as to 
exceed the utmoſt Expectation of the 
Auditors. And oh! that not only thoſe 
who heard them, but all the Clergy 
that read them likewiſe, would make 
it their conſtant ſtudy to reduce them 


to practice, twould be both to their 


own great Advantage, and that of the 


People committed to their Charge, the 


unwearied Care of whom he ſo zea- 
louſly and ſo earneſtly recommends to 
them. Thus we ſee his hearty Concern 


for his Clergy, that they might be 


duly mindful of their Paſtoral Charge, 


to feed the Flock of God, with which 


they were intruſted, and might in all 
things ſhew themſelves as St. Paul di- 
rected, Tit. 2. 7, 8. Patterns of good 
Works, in Doctrine ſhewing Uncorrupt- 
neſs, Gravity, Sincerity, ſound Speech 
that cannot be condemned; that is to 


ſay, True Doctrine, coming with ſuch 
1515 | G4 clear- 
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The Life of Dr, Stillingfleet, 
clearneſs of Expreſſion and Convicti- 


on, asnot to be liable to Cenſure, and, 
that they might be as the ſame Apoſtle 


exhorts Timothy, 2 Tim. 2. 24, 25. 


Gentle unto all * apt to teach, pati- 
ent, in weakneſs inſtruding thoſe that 
oppoſe themſelves ; if God peradventure 
would give them Repentance, to the ac- 
Enowledging of the Truth. 

And as he took care to inſtruct and 
encourage his Clergy in the perfor- 
mance of their Office, ſo was he mind- 
ful alſo of his own in puniſhing others 
for their groſs Violations of God's 
Laws; as was particularly done, on 
Midlent-Sunday , 1696, to ſome Offen- 
ders in the Pariſh of Old-Swinford in 
the Dioceſs and County of Worceſter, 
whom he not only ſubjected to the 
Churches Cenſures for their Wicked- 
neſs, but that this Correction might 
make the better Impreſſion upon them- 
ſelves and others, when the Reverend 
Dr. Ford, the worthy Rector there, 
had preached two Sermons ſuitable to 
that . Occaſion, inviting the reſt 
of the Congregation to do their ſeveral 
Parts in order to the reſtoring ſuch in 
the Spirit of Meekneſs, and admoni- 


ſhing the Offenders themſelves to be 


ſincere 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


ſincere and hearty in their Repentance, 
as the only Means of receiving any Be- 
_ nefit by it, this excellent Prelate took 
* occaſion to add a Preface to theſe: Ser- 
mons, recommending the uſage of ſuch 
Proceedings againſt Notorious 'Offen- 
ders, as what (to uſe his own;words) 
would bring more Honour to our Church, 
and the Religion eſtabliſhed among ws, 
than the warmeſt Diſputes for our Comſti- 
tution, without regard to the Practice 
of it. Here he alſo takes notice of the 
too common Complaints of hard and 
irregular. Proceedings in the Spiritual 
Courts, and replys, as it is too true, 
that there are no Courts but are liable 
to Abuſes, but there is a difference to 
be made, between ſuch as ariſe from 
the Rules and Orders of the Courts, 
and ſuch which come only from the 
Perſonal Faults of thoſe who axe em- 
ploy'd in them. The Methods of Pro- 
ceeding in theſe Courts, he obſerves 
to be as ancient at leaſt as of any other 
Court of the greateſt Eſteem among us. 
But where the Fault lies only in the 
Perſons, he profeſſes a hope that upon 
juſt Complaints effectual care would be 
taken to puniſh the Tranſgreſſors, and 
to prevent the like for the —_— 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 


And if there have been ſcandalous Of- 
fenders, which through the neglect 
of the Clergy, or the proper Officers, 
have not been preſented, he could not 
but think it juſt for the blame to lie 
here it ought, and that the Eccleſia- 
ſtical Courts have no reaſon to be 
charged with other Mens faults. He 
commends Dr. Ford for his Readineſs 
ti have the Court duly informed of 


the Miſcarriages and Crimes commit- 


ted in his Pariſh, and bringing the 
Offendors to Publick Shame for them. 
And then concludes with a hearty 
Prayer that his ſeaſonable and uſeful 
Diſcourſe then preached might an - 
ſwer the good Ends for which it was 
deſigned. Of this Preface, 1 have here 
taken the more notice, becauſe it is 
great pity it ſhould be wholly loſt, as 
it might otherwiſe have probably 
been in a little time, being only pre- 

fix d to the forementioned Sermons, 

which it's to be doubted may never be 

any way known to far the greateſt 

part of the Nation, and beſides, may 

be in a while forgotten by moſt of 

thoſe that now know the. 
UiThbeſe. are the: Effects of his Epil- 
copal Care, which himſelf a” 
1E t 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
fit to communicate to the World, for 
the Inſtruction of others as well as 
thoſe of his own Dioceſs, and have 


been for divers ears abroad in the 


World. But beſides theſe there are 
alſo two valuable Inſtances of his 
Judgment in the Houſe of Lords, in 
the Caſes of two uncommon Appeals 
brought into that Houſe, whilſt his 
Lordſhip was a Member of it; the for- 
mer relating to the Viſitation of Ex- 
eter. College in the Univerſity of Ox- 
ford, by the Right Reverend Father 
in God, Jonathan, then Lord Biſhop 
of Exon (now of Wincheſter ) the 
other relating to a Grant ad. Retinen- 
dum, made to the Right Reverend Fa- 


ther in God, Thomas, then Lord Bi- 


ſhop of Lincoln, (now his Grace the 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury) for 
holding the Vicarage of St. Martyn to- 
gether with his Biſhoprick, only for a 
certain Term, and the Right of Preſen- 
tation upon the Expiration: of that 
Term, whether belonging to the 
Crown, or to the proper Patron the 


Lord Biſhop of London. Each of theſe 


Debates his Lordſhip thought wor- 
thy of his ſerious Conſideration, and 
freely declar'd his Sentiments upon 
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Cathedral and Conſiſtory Court at 


Dioceſs, and as careful to make the 


ing them he came thither for more 
than forms ſake : And therefore he 
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Meeting, and his Defign in calling 
them together. In which he always 
expreſs d himſelf, wich that juſt ſenſe 


The Life of Biſhop Stillingfleet, 
them, pleadingwith great clearneſs of 
Expreſtion, great ſtrength of Reaſon; 
cloſeneſs of Argument, and numerous 
Precedents both from Law and Hiſtory, 
and , anſwering all the Arguments 
brought on the contrary part. 
What Influence theſe Excellent Ar- 
guments had in determining the Mat- 
ters then under Conſideration, I can- 
not poſitively ſay, but in fact it is cer- 
tain that Judgment was given in both 
Caſes purſuant to the Intent and Aim 
of them. Theſe and many other 
Speeches which he made in that Houſe, 
ſhew how well he appeared to what 
excellent purpoſe he ſat. there. Nor 
muſt L omit'imentioning to what ge- 
neral Satisfaction he preſided in his 


Morceſter. In the Viſitation of which 
Church, he was as conſtant as of his 


beſt uſe of it; both telling and ſhew- 


opened every one of them with a 
Speech proper to the occaſion of their 


of 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


of his own Power, and of their Rights 


too ; with that reſolution to amend 


what was amiſs, and yet tenderneſs 
in the doing of it, that all of them 
could not but be ſenſible his only Aim 
was doing good, and therefore they the 
more readily joy ned in doing their part 
towards i,. N 
The Reſidence of the Canons was 
what he much deſird to ſee regular 
and conſtant; . as a thing of Duty in it 
ſelf, Honour to the Church, and Bene- 
fit to the Place. But after ſome Pro- 
poſals and Trials for that purpoſe, he 
perceived the ſureſt and eaſieſt way, 
would be ſettling it anew by the Royal 
Authority. For though the Dean and 
Chapter had found it neceſſary to in- 
force and fix Reſidence, by an Act of 
their own, paſs'd ſome Years before, 
for that purpoſe, and afterwards con- 
firm'd by the then Biſhop in his Viſita- 
tion; yet being different from Statute 
both in the Number of the Perſons re- 
ſiding at once, and the Time of their 
continuing ſo, the Biſhop (though 
he lik d the Deſign) declar'd it was 
void by thoſe Statutes which allow 
no Power but the Royal to alter or 
diſpenſe with any one of them. But 


* Had 


j 
1 
. 
ti 
* 
[7 N 
5 
} 
f 
4 
41 
Fo! 
7 
I 
* 
1 
! 
1 
1 
15 
$4 
Z 
1 
q 
4 
4 
U 
1 
! 
1 
| 
= 
3 


._— 


110 


KF; 


*: 
=, $3 $34 


— So at — 
929. +I 
OS 


Ge” 


>. 1 
1 


9 —— —— — 22 A G 1 > 1 

bd : 2 — - 

« py - * p « 5 . I — 7 1 
Boat 4 $5 2 9 % 4 „ TR ohm * 2 Soy”, ESA I. b l _ 

l — — , , » - "MN — by d . 2 2 — _ 0 4 2 = * = 
T OY P * 5 Wd Sa. ® * 1 2 - 4 4 7 — — * 1 x . s. 4, * - * „ ra 2 

K D * a — 5 4 » WF 2 —— 2 
+ + 2 . +. * - = 5 " * 2 : 7 e 2 2 * 
SEES. 3% + * 5 7 2 WEE W 3 Rr 6, © a oo q CY - 


* 


— 


* + - oF. 
. * 


2 * — a 


4 = 
" Ws 
vo. 


— 
— 


+5 ( i 
\ 1 8 
5 ol 
F 

, 


* * 25 
3 
0 * 6 Roy 


2 Rr S- ons 
5322 — - — . 


2 „„ 


= 
. 


* PB” * a 72 * » 
. - 2 I 


r 
7 . T 


3 . a 
Om — 
— << x — 


2 — mT Rs 
oP 
: 
an 
- 2 - - 
- — 


"The Life of Dy. Stillingfleet, 
had they, to confirm it, got a Broad 
Seal, he ſhould not have objected a- 
gainſt that; and now he would make 
it the Ground of the Statutes for 
Refidence in the defign'd Reviſal of 
VV : 

As for the old ones, he could not 
but ſay they were too haſtily and 
inconſiderately drawn up, and no bet- 
ter tranſcribed, as was obvious from 
the Copy in uſe there. To remedy 
this he got the various Lections from 
a MS. in Bennet College Library; but 
they in many Inſtances did not at all 
mend the matter. And to the Origi- 


nal there was no Recourſe, for in the 


time of Queen Mary that was delive- 
red up by Dean Holland to Cardinal 
Pole. 

When therefore he began to injoyn 


Reſidence ſolely on the Foot of the 


Statutes, the Canons themſelves obje- 
cted, that the Statutes were obſcure 
and ambiguous in that matter; there- 
by owning both the Need and Advan- 
tage there would be of making all plain 
and on a ſure Bottom; fo in order to 
it, he got Copies of the Statutes of o- 
ther Churches of K. H. VIIIth's Foun- 
dation. Some of theſe had the Al- 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


terations and Additions that were (for 
the good of thoſe Bodies) propoſed 


in King Charles the Iſts time, and had 
been actually given to them if tlie ſuc- 
ceeding Troubles had not made other 
Matters more neceſſary to be minded. 


This, though above 70 Fears agoe, 


was the third Attempt that way (ſince 


King Henrys Foundation of the Deans 


and Canons of that Church) to accom- 
modate Matters better to the State of it, 
and ſupply ſuch Particulars as had been 
at firſt overlook d, by the King's Com- 


miſſioners authoris d to give that Body 


of Statutes. A 4 IP. 
The Biſhop having ſeen theſe Steps, 


and got theſe Helps towards it, jadged, 


and plainly ſhew'd it was a thing fea- 
ſable and commendable 3 and indeed 
for the Satisfaction and Intereſt of all 
Parties concerned, as ſuch he recom- 


mended it at his Viſitation juſt before 


his laſt Journey to London. Where, 
if Life had permitted, he would wil- 


lingly have followed, and not been 


long, before he had happily effected 
It 8 4 


Then as for his Conſiftory Curt; 


upon his firſt coming thither, he ſoon 
found it ſunk in its Reputation _ 
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De Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
Uſefulneſs, through the long abſence 
of the Chancellor occaſioned partly by 

his age and diſtance from it. And to 
remedy all Defects and Abuſes, he of- 

ten declared, as his moſt Learned 

— E Friend Judge Zales did, T hat the Conn- 
1.Forteſcue ſel were obliged to be faithful to their 
v. Holt. Clients, yet not to manage their Cauſes 
in ſuch a manner, as Juſtice ſhould be 
delayd, nor Truth ſuppreſs'd, to promote 

which, was as much the Duty of their 
Calling, as it was the Office of the Jud- 

ges though not in ſo eminent a degree, 

And notonly to adviſe, but lead them 

to it, he in two or three Court-days 
diſwiſsd moſt of the Cauſes then de- 
pending, in which generally few Pro- 
ceedings had been made then a ſzet in 
proximum, upon the {lighteſt Preten- 

ces. This he did for the preſent good, 

and to ſecure it for the future, and to 

make the Court it ſelf very uſeful and 
beneficial to the People, it being an 
ancient and legal part of our Conſti- 

tution (which he has ſhewn in his Pre- 

face to Dr. Ford's Sermons, and his 
Treatiſe of the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdicti- 

on) he not only took care it ſhould 

not ſuffer through the Faults of the 
Perſons concerned in it, but that they 
ſhould. 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
ſhould have no colour to juſtifie them 
ſelves from ariy Rules in uſe there. He 
ſaw there was need of cotiſidering 
them, having too offen obſerv'd, that 
much of the time was ſpent in little 
Artifices, and the manner of proceeding 
rather than on the Subject Matter, ot 
Law in diſpute. And therefore he 
directed the Chancellor, Regiſter and 
Proctors of the Court to conſider of 
the moſt compendious and effectual 
Rules and Methods, for their future 
Proceedings in all Cauſes. So after 
many Conferences held together, and 
Schemes drawn, one was compoſed 
and preſented by them to his Lordſhip, 


by whom too it was examined and ap- 


proved, and then Subſcribed by them 
all, thus intituled, Rules given by the 
Right Reverend Father in God, Edward, 
Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, to be obſer- 
ved by the ProfFors and other Officers 
of the Conſiſtory Court of Worceſter, 
and ſigned by the Chancellor, Regiſter 
and Proctors of the ſaid Court. Where- 
by it plainly appears, that many uſe- 
leſs and obſolete Terms and Forms are 
laid aſide, and none but ſuch as are 
neceſſary and reaſonable retained or 
inſerted; and through the whole both 
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The Life of Dr Scillingfleer, 


the Practiſers and Parties that only re- 


gard and purſue Juſtice and Right, are 
incouraged by à quick and judicious 
Diſpatch, and the Vexatious and Di- 
latory are as certainly puniſhed for 
every unreaſonable delay. And as 
Rules thus fit to be obſerved, they 
have received the Approbation of the 
Learned Judges and Advocates of the 
Honourable Courts in Do@ors Com · 
mons, in Appeals tranſmitted to them. 
During his Time, many Matters of 
Importance and Difficulties were 
brought there but he went through 
theme all, with as much Eaſe to him- 
ſelf, and Satisfaction to s ba 
could in ſuch Caſes be expected: 

he conſtantly examined things wich 
that Dexterity and Sagacity, determi- 
ned them with that Integrity and Im- 
partiality, and (if there ſeem'd any 
occaſion) ſupported his Sentences with- 
that Evidence and Clearneſs of Law 
and Reaſon, that hardly any of thoſe 
upon whom they paſs'd, but receiv'd 
them (as indeed they ought to be) 


with a juſt Opinion of, and Submiſſi- 


on to them. 
Among ſeveral Cauſes worthy to 
be taken notice of, I ſhall chooſe to 
men- 


1 - 
| 
* 


2 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


mention two, which he took particular 
care of, and becauſe I can give it in 
his own words. 

The firſt a Trial in his Con ſiſtory a- 
bout the Tut Patronatus to Northfield: 
To which was ſet up the Title of the 
Crown, and of two confiderable Gen- 
tlemen. The Day appointed for hea- 
ring it, was the next after the Aſſizes 
at Worcefter, that the Council of that 
Circuit might be able to attend it; and 
the chiefeſt of them were all retained 
on one ſide or other (nay, that no 
ſide might ſuffer for want of it, one 
of them was on two fides, firſt as he 
declared for the Crown, and then for 
his other Client) who were firſt plea- 
| ſed to complement him on their ap- 

pearing there before him, and after- 
wards in their pleading, by keeping 
cloſe to the Point in hand. The 
further Account of this Matter, I 
ſhall now give you, as faithful- 


ly tranſmitted to me in his own 


Words. 


* Augeſt the 8th. 1695, the Cauſe 
vas heard in the Conſiſtory-· Court, my 
1 « fg preſent, and a very good Jury 
Jof 18 Clergy and Laity, and the beſt 
Council of the Circuit retained, who 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
* neglected nothing that ſerv'd for 
* their purpoſe on any (ide. [= 

„The main Plea for the King was, 
* that the Prior and Convent of Dud- 
* ley had preſented {1x or ſeven times, 
* as appear'd by our Regiſters ; and if 
* it did belong to them, then it fell to 
* the Crown upon the Diſſolution. 

* It was pleaded in behalf of Mr. 
* Folliff, that it paſſed from the Crown 
* to the Duke of North. and ſo came 
* to his Anceſtors ; but this could not 
* be made out; for the Grant being 
* ſuppoſed, was only of Tyrhes, and 
c the Patent 13th Jacobi to explain 
it, was called a Proling Patent and of 
no Effect in Law. 

* Mr. Jervoiſe pleaded the two laſt 
** Preſentations by his Anceſtors, who 
** purchaſed the Mannor of Weely (to 
which this Advowſon was appen- 
* dant, as his Council ſaid ) of the 
* Berkeleys, for which they produc'd 
* a Leiger-Book of their Family ; and 
* Berkeley had conteſted the Right 
of Advowſon with the Prior and 
Convent, A, D. 1479. upon which 
"a Jus Patronatus was granted, and 
the Prior and Convent appealed 
* to the Arches; where their Appeal 

Was 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter,” 117 

* was diſmiſs d; but in the mean time 
* the Living was lapſed, and the Bi- 
** ſhop collated. | 3 

A. D. 1558, upon the Death of 
* Walker, Squire was preſented by Le- 
veſton, by vertue of a Grant from 
* the Prior and Convent to certain 
* Truſtees 21 H. 8. and this Clerk 
was admitted 3 Jan. 1558. Q. Mary 
* died November 17. A. D. 1587, 28 
AElix. ſhe preſented Jacob White, per 
* lapſurm, as appear d by the Regiſter. 
* But how could this be if it were the 
* Right of the Crown? unleſs we ſup- 

_ © poſe wrong Information. 

A. D. 1639, Sir Th. Jervoiſe grant- 
* ed the next turn to Phinehas White, 
* who preſented Timothy White and 
died Incumbent. A. D. 1660, Thom. 
* Jervoiſe then preſented Dr. Hinkley, 
* who held it to April, 1695 ; but 
* there were ſeveral Trials between 
© Glover, who had the King's Title, 
* and Hinkley; and at an Aſſzzes here, 
the Jury brought it in an Ad vowſon 
* in Groſs by ſpecial direction of the 
Judge; but it was over-rul'd above, 
as may be ſeen in YVaughan's and Sir 
** Tho. Foes's Reports; but the main 
point there was upon the Demnrrer, 
H 3 The. 
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Ihe Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 


* 'The Queſtion before us, was not 


* upon a Writ of Right, but to whoſe 


Clerk I was to give Inſtitution ; and 
* for that the Poſſeſſion of Jervoiſe 
* was thought the beſt Ground by the 
* Jury ; and accordingly I gave it. 

© But I was not ſatisfied about the 
© Original Title of the Prior and 
Convent of Dudley. 
A Confirmation of the Grant of 
** the Curch of Northfield by Gervaiſe 
** Paynel the Founder, by Pope Lucius 
the 3d. was produced in Court, but 
** cancelled and could not be read; 
'* but it appears by the Copy in the 
Monaſticon, that it bears date A. D. 
1190, and there the Church is given 
to the Priory of Dudley cum Capella 
* de Cofton z but it is obſervable, 
** that the ſame Bull requires them to 
** preſent a Clerk to the Biſhop, who 
* was to anſwer to the Biſhop in Spiri- 
* tualiþys, and to the Prior in Tempora- 
* libs. Which was the Form of an 
** Appropriation at that time; for as 
vet they had them not ad proprus 
** Uſes; but they were bound to pre- 
** ſent a Clerk, who was their Vicar; 
But ſuch an Appropriation and a Re- 
- Ctory were inconſiſtent, as I told the 


Cc 


60 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, 119 
Council, and deſired them to clear it. 
But they did not, but talked, that 

all Rights of Advowſons were at firſt 
* in Groſs and not appendant to Sar 
* Mannors: which was 2 great mi- ,'p:54ant 
« ſtake in ſuch Learned Lawyers, as 1% _ 
* could eafily have ſhew'd'; but I for- ms”. g 
"2 bore out of reſpect to them. How- . Pugd 

* ever it doth not clear this Point, for A 
the Advowſon in Groſs is not men- 
* tioned in the Original Grant, but 
* the Church is given, i. e. the Pro- 
fits, which if the Grant hold 8 

e muſt entitle them to the Rectory it 
* ſelf, and then, how could they ſo 
often preſent a Rector as they 
did; and it is owned by them 
* to be a Rectory in their Preſentati- 

* ONS. 
„The ſeveral Biſhops of We 
. * finding a continued courſe of Pre- 

** ſentation by the Prior and Convent 
" to the Rectory of Northfield enquired 

no further; no body appearing to 

« conteſt their Right, till Berkeley did 

"it, A. D. 1479; "and then the Biſhop 

* granted a Jus Patronatus, and after 

that the Appeal of the Prior and 
Convent was diſmiſs'd : So that after 

the Conteſt, no Preſentation of theirs 
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The Life of Dr, Stillingfleet, 
* appears in our Regiſters, till that 
** blind one, A. D. 1558. 


** Berkeley's Title ſeems to ſtand 
** thus, Northfield belongs to the Man- 


© nor of FWeely, which was in the 


"* Berkeley's, and derived from Roger 
** Berkeley, who married the Siſter of 
** Gervaiſe Paynel the Founder of the 
** Priory, who was the Relict of Fohr 
de Somery, whoſe Poſterity were 
** Barons of Dudley. But the Eſtate 
** fell to two Coheirs 10 E. 2. and by 
* the elder Siſter the Title of Lord 


Dudley came to Sutton. It ſeems this 


Milliam Berkeley was not ſatisfied 
ce with the Title of the Priory and 
Convent, and hoped to recover it, 


as Thomas Berkeley had done the Re- 


ctory of Slimridge ( in the Dioceſs 
* of Worceſter at that time) from the 
Abbey of Glouceſter, who pretended 
** that it was given to them by Roger 
** Berkeley, A. D. 1146. It appears 
by this that there were ſome pre- 
c tended Donations of this kind, which 
could not bear a Conteſt. This Caſe 
was afterwards heard at the Common- 
Pleas, and Judgment was given for 
Mr. Jervoiſe againſt the Pretence of the 
King's Tile = 

| & 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
The other I promiſed to give ſome 

Account of; was a Cauſe promoted 
againſt one Haynes of Feckenham, for 
Inceſt with his own Siſter's Baſtard. But 
a Rule for a Prohibition out 'of the 
King's-Bench, iſſued in Hilary Term, 
6 W. 3. and by vertue of that the Pro- 
ceedings were ſtay d until Trinity Term, 
8 W. 3. when upon hearing a Learned 
Argument from William Dobyns, Eſq; 
at that Barr, the Court awarded a 
Conſultation z and Haynes ſubmitted 
to the Penance injoyn'd him. 

Some Authorities in that Argument 
being ſuch as lay ont of the way of a 
common Lawyer, the Court could 
not but wonder at hearing them urg'd 
there; but Mr, Dobyns was too modeſt 
to take the Honour of it to himſelf, 
ſo in the Concluſion ſaid he was be- 
holden to a Learned Friend of his 
for them. It was indeed to the Biſhop 
himſelf, who ſent him by Letter a 
full account of that matter ; which I 
will now prefent the Reader with, 
having had the favour of a Copy of 
it from an undoubted Hand, and is as 
follows. | 13 HF 

The Reaſon I have ſent my An- 
ff ſwer no ſooner was the Abſence of 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 

* our- Regiſter theſe Holy-days, ſo 
that the Acts of the Court were not 
delivered to me till this Day: By 

** which I find that the material Arti- 

i eles are, that by the Table of Mar- 

iges ſet forth by Authority, A. D. 

1563, it is expreſs'd, that a Man is 
« forbid to marry his Siſter's Daughter, 

* and that Th. Haynes of Feckenhan 

and Eleanor were. — and Siſter, 
and always ſo reputed ; that this i. 
* ſter had a Natural Daughter called 
0 Sarah ,, who was married to Th. 
70 Hanes Brother to Eleanor ſome Years 
** ſince, and hath had Children by 
him, at leaſt one. 

* The Allegation on the other ide 
c conſiſts of theſe things, r.) That by 
*'the.Statute:32 H. 8. c. 38. it is ena- 
* Hed, That no Reſervation or hrobi- 
2 * bition, God's Law except, ſball trouble 

or impeach any Marriage without the 
Levitical Degrees, ' and that no Per- 
* ſon be admitted in any Spiritual Courts 
* to any Proceſs, Plea, or Allegation 

* contrary to the ſard At; and chat the 
2 : Marriage now impeachd was not 

* nor is againſt God's Law, or within 
[- « the Levitical Degrees: (2.) Or at 

Pn it is not ſo objected. (3.) That 

40 the 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
the nearneſs of the Kindred was un- 
* known to the Parties at the time 


of Marriage, fo that here are ches 
5 Points. 


8 * Whether this Mankanh * with- 
*1n the Statute ? 

„Whether the not laying it "A 
* as to be againſt God's Law, or 
within the Levitical Degrees, 


© makes the Courtliable to a Pro- 
* hibition ? 


3. * Whether there were ſuch Ig- 


* norance as to Excule them? 


1. As to the firſt, Iconld not have 
A thought this could have born a Diſ- 
pute in any Court in Chriſtendom. 


For the ſaying it is not againſt God s 


* Law is to overthrow all Inceſt on 
* the account of Conſanguinity; for 
that depends not upon Marriage or 
' not Marriage, but the Nearneſs of 

* Blood. Is it poſſible for any Man 

0 to think, that 5 the Siſter was 
not married, therefore her Daughter 
is not ſo near in Blood to her Bro- 

2 + ches as ſhe had been if ſhe had been 

333 The words of the Law 
* are plain, mt 18, 6. None of you 
hall 
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124 The Life of Biſhop Scillingfleer, 
1 ſhall approach to any that 15 near of 

kin to him; the Vulgar Latin truly 

 * renders it, ad proximum Sanguinis 

* ſui non accedet; and all the other 

** Verſions agree with it, that it is to 

* be underſtood of a Relation by Na- 

* ture and not meerly by Marriage. 

* The words originally fignifie the 

 ** Remainder of thy Fleſh, i. e. any 

* Perſon that comes near to the ſame 

** natural Stock. And the Jews who 

** beſt underſtood the proper Senſe of 

** theſe words, do affirm, that if the 

** Perſon be equally near in Blood, 

** whether born in Marriage or not, 

it is equally forbidden. For which 
1 a! will firſt give Mr. Selden's words, 
F.N. & © Whoſe Authority may be more re- 
G. J. J. c. garded than any Civilian's or Ca- 
10. 7. H noniſt's: Eandem aiunt efſe rationem 
Fratris ex Stupro vel Adulterio ab al- 

" terutro Parente ſuſcepti, &. ejus qui 
ITboro natus eſt legitimo, uti etiam 

** Sororis. And he goes on, Tantundem 

** habent de Amit! & Materteri, diver- 

"* ſur non eſſe ſive ex Nuptiis ſive ex 

"* Stupro ſeu Adulterio alteruticus Pa- 
rentis prognata fuerit, modo eo na- 
turalis Sanguinis genere, eum de cujus 

'* Nuptiis, quæritur contiugat : 80 that 

28 
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late Lord Biſbop of Worceſter. 125 
* as long as the Blood is tlie ſame, the 
* Inceſt is as great, whether born in 
* Wedlock or not; and becauſe you 
* tell me, ſomebody ſaid, that a Man 
* might marry his own Baſtard,” 1 
e ſhall repeat ſome more words of his: 
“ Idem ainnt de filia ſive ex Uxore ante 
* Nuptias ſive aliunde ex Stupro aut 
Adulteri geniia. 
* But this was not Mr. Seldens O- 
* pinion alone, for Pufendorf ſaith 
* the ſame; Id quoque admonendum Be N. 
* Hebreos antiquos in Connubiis pro- c. 1. 
* hibitis Fratrum & Sororum nihil pu- 
| © eafſe intereſſe : Otrum Soror illa forte 
* ex Adulterio fuerit concepta, an ex 
* legitimeoConcubita, Adeoque quantam 
* ad prohibitionem Matrimonii pro So- 
* rore habebatur, quæ ex alicujus Nover- 
* ca & Adultero genita erat. | 
“As to the Senſe of the Civil Laws, 
“ Zepper affirms, Ot nihil intereſſe Leges 
* Croiles dicant, an ex juſiis Nuptiis 
* an ex injuſtzs vel illegitimis Cog- 
" natio deſcendat, an vero non, nam ex 
* ſcortatione natam ſororem, uxorem 
* ducere non licet : Tepper de Leg. 
** Moſai. Forenſibus, 1. 4. c. 19. p. 
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The Life of Dr. Sdill ingfleet, 
Gabriel Paleotus 2 great Civilian 
* and a Canoniſt faith, Cum expreſſe 
* multis locis & Civili & Pontificio 
* Jure traditum fit nihil intereſſe ad 
impediendum Matrimonium, an ex 
** jaſtis Nuptis cognatio deſcendat an 
injuſtis. Paleot. de Nothis & Spuriis, 
c. 7. n. 2, 3. And he adds further, 
* Id vero ita receptum dicitur ut quam- 
ni cœteris in rebus illegitime nati 


nullum jus Conjunctionis 4 patre du- 
cant in hac una tamen Cauſd ubi de 
X © Matrimonio agitur, | Voluerunt | Leges 


* eoram perinde ac legitimorum rationem 
* habendam, ca quod in Matrimoniis 
* Naturale Jus & Pudor imprimis inſpi- 
* ciendus eſt. ER 
Alt is to no purpoſe to produce any 
* more Authorities ſince by theſe we 
e ſee that the Fews fo underſtood the 
* Law of God, and the ſame Senſe 
* 1s receiv'd in the Civil and Canon 
* Law. | "OP 
* But to come nearer home, for I 
* know how little Foreign Authorities 
dare regarded in theſe Courts; we 
have a ſolemn Declaration to the 
* ſame purpoſe in the Tabley of De- 
* grces of Conſanguinity and Affinity as 
to Marriage, ſet out by Archbiſhop 


Par- 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 127 
wr . and confirmed by the Ca- 
nons, A. D. 160g. Can. 39. there 
* is: this Rule, 1 — quod ſecundum 
= a lip Conſanguinitas impediens: G. 
0 3 Matrimonium contrabitur, 
ps tam ex illicitu Coiti Viru & Malieris 
7 per jnſtas eorunclum Nuptiar. And 
my Lord Chief Juſtice Vaughan in 
© the, Caſe of Hill and Good. Kl. 327. 
6 ſaith, That. if by a lawful Canon 2 
* Marriage be declared to be | 
5 JOEY ; 4 we muſt admit it to be 
„ for a lawful Canon is the Law 
«of "rhe Kingdom as well as the Law 
Y . of the „ And this he ſpeaks 
On occalion of this very Canon. Now 
* by this Table the Siſter's Daughter is 
« exprelly mentioned. 
© By. theſe things this Matter ap- 
© pears ſo clear to me, that I think 
* little more need to be added. 
* All the Onjections I have heard 
8 


(. 


« That the Common - Law takes 
no notice of the Canons. 
** This appears quite otherwiſe i in a 
« matter of Marriage, as 1s plain by 

8 * ghan's Argument in that Caſe. 

0 That by Law Baſtards are not 

* reckoned among Children. Qui ex 


6C * dams : 
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Fe dunn coitu naſcuntur, inter liberas 
nꝝnon computantur. I Inſt. fol. 103. 
6 « That is true as to Legal Inheri- 
© tances, but not as to an | Inceſtuous 
4 Marriage. 
. © But the main Obje &ion is from 
1 Perſon's Caſe. 1 Inſt. 6. 235. who 
* married the Daughter of the Siſter 
* f his firſt Wife, for which he was 
queſtiond in the Spiritual Court, 
* and it was reſolved by the Court of 


« Common - Pleas that the Marriage 


* could'not be impeach'd, for that the 
* ſame was declar d by the ſaid Act of 
i Parliament to be good, in as much 
das it was not within the Levitical 
* Degrees. 
© In anſwer to this, (1 ) This was 
* not the ſame Caſe, for it was not 
his own Siſter's Daughter, but his 
* Wife's Siſter; but here it is upon 
the account of Conſanguinity and 
* not Affinity. (2.) There was a Con- 
1 - ſultation — after the Prohibi- 
tion, as Vaughan ſhews in two places, 
* fol. 248, — The ſame in Mann's 
* Caſe, Cr. El. 228. In Remmington 8 
« Caſe of the ſame nature, Hobert owns 


© that there was cauſe for a Divorce, 


fol. 181. In William de Chadworth's 
4: Caſe 


« * : 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
0 © Caſe i in Coke, 1. Inf. fol. 235. there 
was a Divorce from the Mother, be- 
« ale he had firſt carnally known 
the Daughter, which is allowed by 
« Coke, and ſhews, that Inceſt is not 
« grounded meerly on Matriage, and 
" * he there mentions Conſangui ity 
* as a ſufficient ground for a Divorce 
* a Vinculo Matrimunii. 
2. As to the 2d Point the Arti- 
cles are drawn upon the Table of 


* Marriages and the Canon 99; but 


* theſe being grounded upon the Sta- 
* tute 85 H. 8. c. 19. I ſuppoſe no 


* Prohibition 0 * againſt Legal 


Proceedings. 
3. For the 3d. we have the De- 
* poſition. upon Oath of the Mini- 
© ſter who was to. have married them, 
* who is a grave and ſober Man, that 
© before the Marriage he told them of 
* the Inceſt, and therefore refuſed to 
* marry. them; but they were married 


* by another WO knew nothing of, 


cc 10 

Beſides the conſtant attendance and 
care of his n particular Court, and 
doing all the good to, and for others, 
that he was capable of effecting by it; 


which he apparently attained in many _ 
1 In- 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
Inſtances. Beſides this, where: he ſaw 
there were Irregularities and Abuſes, 
that could not be reached that way, 
his Goodneſs was ſo unwearied and 
extended, that it ſoon conſidered other 
Methods, and took all proper Courſes 
for remedying theſe too. 

he Concern he had, the, Service 
he always ſhew'd for the Church and 
Poor, when injur'd in their juſt Rights, 
poſſeſſions and Supports, made him 
with Compaſſion, take them in as Ob- 
jects worthy his Care: And being on 
ſome Occaſions too ſenſible, that ma- 
ny pious Gifts deſigned for the Main- 
tenance of the Church, Schools, and 
other Publick Charities, werein ſome 
places ſunk, in others diverted quite 
contrary to the Intents and Ulſes of 
the Donors, made him obtain a Com- 
miſſion of Charitable Uſes out of the 
Chancery; in the Execution of which 
he exerted himſelf with a commenda- 
ble Zeal, and to a conſiderable Ex- 
pence. But the Delays were too ma- 
ny, and Oppoſition too great, to get 
all the Buſineſs of it examined, ad- 
juſted, and diſpatched within the com- 
paſs of Time the Commiſſion requi- 
red. . ſupply that Teer he 

| | oon 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſtet. 1 31 


ſoon obtain d another, though again 
often interrupted by the Delays, De- 
ſigns and Power of thoſe who as Poſ- 
ſeſſors or Invaders of thoſe Donations, 
were engaged to raiſe all kind of Diffi- 
culties, yet he got through them all, 
made many Diſcoveries, and a conſide- 
rable Progreſs therein; and had ſet- 
tled thoſe Matters ſo much to the 
Publick Intereſt and Honour of the 
Country, that the Commiſſioners rea- 
dily joyned in making a Decree pur- 
ſuant thereto. But this, with the re- 
turn of the Commiſſion to London, 
was ſaid to be loſt, yet probably not 
ſo loſt, but that if he had liv'd a 
little longer after it, 'tis not unlikely 
it would have been ſuddenly reco- 
vered. 1 c 2 | 
 Howevef though it had not all its 
intended effect, yet he ſaw ſeveral good 
Fruits of his Pains, ſome Charities 
better regulated and diſpoſed, others 
retriev'd and new ſettled, but much 
more of this kind had been done could 
he have ſeen it happily compleated. 
At the opening each of theſe Com- 
miſſions, he made a Speech in the 
 Tawwn-Hall, explaining the Nature and 
Deſign of OT Ht two or three 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
incidental ones) which it's to be ho- 
ped, with ſome Miſcellanies of Letters, 
Speeches, ec. may ſometime or other 
ſee the Light, though at preſent not 
thought proper, whether becauſe they 


might not ſeem correct enough for ſo 


great a Man, or becauſe they relate 
to ſome particular Perſons and Things, 
which had better not be made ſo pub- 
lick. Bat thoſe Conſiderations, I muſt 


again hope, may at laſt be out-weigh'd 


by the Service they will do to the Pu- 
Wk: 13: ES 
There is one thing ſtill behind, ve- 
ry fit to be mentioned, in which he 
was not wanting to ſhew his Concern 
and Care, and that was the ſettling 
Sir Thomas Cooke's, Bar. (of Bentley in 
Worceſterſhire ) his noble Benefaction 


of 10000 J. on Glouceſter- Hall in Ox- 


ford. ' For he thought 'twas not only 
a Benefaction to his County, but woul 
be to Learning it ſelf; by the Founda- 
tion's obſerving that Body of Statutes 
which were ſo well calculated for that 
purpoſe, and which he and other 
great Men had peruſed. This in all 
probability had been ſo ſettled had the 
Biſhop lived ſome Months more, or 
Sir Thomas ſurviv'd him a little longer. 
l But 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, 
But however as he declar'd this to be 
his fix'd Intention (as I am inform'd) 
may ſtil] appear by ſeveral Letters un- 
der his own. Hand to the Biſhop on 
that Subjet: And therefore it may 
reaſonably be hop'd, that bis Heir 
will ſee abundant cauſe to ſettle it on 
the ſame Place, and in the ſame Man- 

ner. 1 | | 
So did this great Prelate highly 
grace and adorn every Station. he was 
plac'd in, not only till he aſcended 
to, but likewiſe when ſeated on: the 
Epiſcopal Throne, and in the Houſe 
of Peers; in no Time or Place was he 
idle, or triflingly employ'd in ſuch in- 
ſignificant Studies as differ little from 
Idleneſs, ſuch as may divert the 
Thoughts, and fill the Mind with 
uſeleſs Speculations and impertinent 
Niceties, and furniſh Perſons with 
Matter for ' Diſcourſe and Diſpute , 
but do not make them either wiſer or 
better as to any of the great Pur- 
poſes of Living. He was always con- 
verſant in the moſt weighty and ſub- 
ſtantial Parts of Learning, ſuch as be- 
came a moſt Judicious Scholar, and a 
Reverend Father of the Church, What- 
ever he did preach upon difficult 9 
| T2 of 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 


of Religion, it was ever in a man- 


ner ſingularly inſtructive and affecting, 
His Polemical Diſcourſes were quick, 
nervous, and convincing, His Hiſto- 
rical Tracts were a moſt judicious Cri- 
tick upon our other Hiſtorians, dete- 


cting their Errors, where they were 
not reconcileable, and giving a Re- 


concilement of them, where there 
were any Grounds to found it on; 
What he wrote touching any Points of 
Law, had not only that force of Ar- 
gument in it, but the Multiplicity alſo 
of Precedents to ſupport what he af- 


firm'd, that the ableſt Lawyer might be 


zuſtly ſurpriſed to ſee himſelf equalled 
in his own F aculty. 

In ſhort, view him in every Part 
of Learning he at any time engag'd 
in, and you will find him as perfect 
a Maſter of it, as if that had been his 
only Study. uch was the Extent of 
his Knowledge, ſuch the Vigour of 
his Natural Abilities, ſuch his daily 
Application towards the beſt Improve- 
ment of his Underſtanding, and ſuch 
the wonderful Succeſs of his Endea- 
vours after it. His Induſtry ran paral- 
lel to his large Capacity ; and both of 
them were ſuch as might deſervedly 


chal- | 


late Lord Biſbip of Wrecks 


challeng e the higheſt Admiration af 
= hae partake of the Fruits of them. 
is vaſt Stock of Learning an to 
diſplay it (ef very early, and he was 
always after treafuring 5 new Mattel 
in order to whatever Undertaking he 
might be called to. 
Hie had a noble Librar ;, collected at 
a. yaſt Expence of Th ic, "Pains and 
Voney, as every one may allure bit- 


jedge of "it, \ thin what appears in the 
W. TS of its Owner ; atd' that it 
vas thought worthy to: be franfpor- 
to another. King dotn, by a 
good Judge of it, 156 molf Reveren 
ather in God, Neri 1 Lord Arch- 
biſhop of Armagh, and Primate of re- 
fibd who for the Promotion of Lear! 
15 "and Refigion in that Kingdom, 
is o.] n Mimortef Honour, has 
erected a handſome Fabrick for them, 
ard. placed them in it, for a Publick 
Libiary } in Dublin, where it will remain 
- 35 f Monument of this great Bi- 
5 lu and Judgment in colle- 
an It, as well as of the Tord Primate's 
oſt eminent Bounty and Generoſity 
in ſo incomparable a Benefaction. 
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Beſides which there were a confi- 
derable Number of valuable MSS. re- 
lating chiefly to our own Nation and 
Conſtitution, and which now make 
part of the great Collection of the 
113 Secretary — state, Robert Harley, 
E 

And his Lordſhip had ſo throughly 
digeſted his ee and was fo perfe- 
Aly Maſter of what was contained in 
__ that himſelf was thereby plen- 
rifully furniſhed with all ſorts of Lear- 
ning, which. he had jn the greateſt 
readineſs. upon all occafigns. Such a 
Collection, fo, wiſely made, , ſhewed 
both his unwearied Dilgens in colle- 
cting it, and bis admirable Skill in what 
he pad collected: But he Uſe, of it 
was what he. all. along aimed at. To 
what immenſe account his Aequaintance 
with theſe numerous Volumes, turned, 
I may appeal to all the learned World, 
and eſpecially to his Adverſz Fries of all 
ſorts, who ſo conſtantly, felt the irre- 
ſiſtible force of his Arguments. For 
we are many ways aſſür d, bis daily 
Converſe with his own moſt. excellent 
Study, the choiceſt perhaps of any pri- 
vate Perſon's of his Time, had deſer- 


/ raiſed bil & to the higheſt pitch 


=. 


* 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter: 


of Reverence and Veneration from all 
that were not perfect Strangers either 
to himſelf, or his many Learned Works. 
Some little Account whereof, I haye 
here attempted, and as; imperfe& as 
it is, any one may eaſily obſerve from 
it, how high an Eſtimate they juſtly 
deſerve to have put upon them. 
Ihey might ſeem indeed a, confide- 
rable Library of themſelves, ſuch as is 
of ſingular Worth, for the Excellency 
of the Compoſition, their -Strength 
and Clearneſs of Arguments, and a 
great variety. of the moſt important 
Subjects handled in them. There is 
a large Collection of inſtructive and 


perſuaſive Sermons, ſet off with all the 


Ornaments of Divine Rhetorick ; di- 
vers admirable Defences of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, particularly as taught 
and practiſed amongſt our ſelves, a- 
gainſt ſeveral different ſorts of Adver- 
ſaries, Deiſts, Socinians, Papiſts, Diſ- 
ſenters, &c. enough to convince them 
all of their reſpective Errors and He- 
reſies, and to ſtop their Infidelity and 
Prophaneneſs, would they but ſeriou- 
{ly apply themſelves to the impartial 
peruſal of them: Hiſtorical Relations 
and Remarks yery accurate and cams, 
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The Life of Dri Sllingfites; 


pleat in their kind; Ecclefiaſtical Cafes 
tafl of great Reading, acute Obſerva- 
tions, and concluſive Inferences, depth 
of Thought. and ſtrength of Judgment; 
and ſome Treatifes relating to our 
Common and Statute, as well as Civil 
and Canon Law, giving] light to divers 
weighty and intricate Points in each of 
7 Others have written excellent- 
1y well upon ſomeone or more of theſe 
Heads, but he did it ſo admirably on 
every one of them that no one per- 
haps has ever ontdone, or is Ie to 
equal him. But that we may a little 
more dilate upon his Character; J As to 
his Perſon, woe, 

- He was tall, oracefal and well pro- 
portiotr d; his Tountenance comely, 
freſh and awful, in his Converſation 
cheerful and diſcreet, obliging and very 
inſtructive, and always kept an Eſteem 
and Ref] pedt t to all who converſed with 
him. His Apprehenfion was quick 
and ſagacious, his Judgment exact and 
profound, his Memory very tenacious ; 
no Man fooner diſcerning the Strength 
of a Cauſe, or determining truer as to 
the Merits of it: Nor was his inſight 
into Perſons leſs quick and juft, he 
on perceiving their Capacities jy 

| Al 1* 
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Abilities, as well as their Deſigns and 
Intereſts. By theſe ſingular Talents, 
as he preſently made himſelf a Maſter 
of whatever he apply'd himſelf to, fo 
he ſhew'd it was his conſtant and in- 
defatigable endeavour, to make that 
vaſt Knowledge and Experience he had 
acquird, the moſt beneficial to the 
publick Intereſt both of Church and 
State. In which he was ſo ſucceſsful, 
that it has left him a Name highly ve- 
nerable among all thoſe who regard the 
welfare of our excellent Conſtitution, 
and wiſh the Advancement of Sound 
Learning and True Religion under it. 
This was juſtly his due, and to his 
further Honour, it will be requiſite to 
view him a little more particularly i in 


thoſe things wherein he was allow d | 


to be eminent. 


By what I've ſo often had occaſi 1 
on to mention, it appears how great 
he was in his Writings, neither did 
he make a leſs Figure in ſpeaking. on 
thoſe various Occaſions that frequent- 
ly required it from him; not only the 
Matter, but his Manner commanded At- 
tention from the Hearer. An Energy 

there was in the Senſe to convince 
the Reaſon ; 


and an Energy in the 


139 


The Life of Biſhop Stillingfleet, 
Delivery too, to move the Affections 
of Men; there was Authority, Life 
and Gracefulneſs in it. In ſo decent, 
and withall prevailing a manner, did 
he carry himſelf in the Houſe of Lords, 
in Courts of Delegates, and in his own 
Conſiſtory, and in Commiſſions for 
Charitable Uſes; and thereby gained 
himſelf ſo general an Eſteem and ſuc- 
ceſs in Buſineſs, that all admir'd, and 
yet ſcarce any could envy bim for it. 

What he had thus acquir'd, he main- 
tained throughout, and though great 
and eminent, was always conſtant and 
equal to himſelf, and did not diſcharge 
his part with leſs Credit, in matters of 
Private, than Publick Buſineſs. He 
was intruſted then with Affairs of Se- 
crecy and Importance, and thoſe he 
managed with ſuch Faithfulneſs and 
Skill, as to procure the Eſteem and 
Thanks of ſuch who committed them 
to his Conduct. Nature truly did de- 
ſign him for many kinds of Buſineſs, 
which he ever dilebargd with great 
dexterity. 

He had made it his care to acquaint 
himſelf with the Nature and Extent 
of eyery Station he went through, 
and to underſtand the Grounds it ſtood 


up- 
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upon, and all the ſeveral Duties and 
Powers appendant to it, whether de- 
ducible from the firſt Exerciſe and O- 
rigin of it, or its Progreſs and Eſta- 
bliſhment in ſucceeding times; or what- 
ever he was engaged in, let it be n&er 
ſo diſtant from his proper Imploy- 
ments, or different from his uſual 
Studies, he would throughly and could 
quickly underſtand it. And by his 
Foreſight and Vigilance in every Caſe, 
generally preventing or overcoming 
all the incidental Difficulties, he would 
chen purſue it, with ſuch Care and 
Judgment, ſuch Induſtry and Expedi- 
tion, as has been to the Admiration 
of all thoſe concerned in it. "ab 
From hence his Fame grew ſo great 
and univerſal, that he was conſulted” 
on many and very different Subjects 
and Occaſions. Some great Men that 
are gone, and ſome now alive, have 
frequently deſired his Qpinion in Caſes 
of Conſequence and of Difficulty ( as 
may be ſeen by ſeveral of their remain- 
ins Letters) and he in return deli- 
verd it, (as appears by thoſe Anſwers 
which he preſerved) with great ſtrength 
of Argument and freedom of Judgment. 
Thus the World was in many things 
. more 
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more oblig d to him than was comi- 
monly known, but thoſe who defir'd 


his Advice, fail d not to expreſs their 
Satisfaction in, and Thanks for it. In 


Caſes of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction and 


Cogniſance, in Points of Civil and 
Canon-Law, in matters of Hiſtory and 
Facts relating to our Conſtitution, in 
Debates of the darkeſt Antiquity or 
deepeſt Controverſie, in things of a 
Moral and Caſuiſtical Nature, in uſe- 
ful Deſigns for Publick Good, and 
Private Benefactions to Poſterity, he 
had been often conſulted with, and 
appeal 'd to. 

The known Strength and Impar- 
tiality of his Judgment, and the Depth 
and Extenſiveneſs of his Learning , 
gave him theſe new occaſions of ſhew- 
ing and uſing them, and the Satisfa- 
ction and Benefit others received by 
it, afterwards repeated and increaſed 
them, ſometimes to his Interruption 
in other Studies and Deſigns. But 
though he was not fond of the Trou- 
ble, yet would he not refuſe it, 
was very glad he could be fo. ſer⸗ 
viceable to the Publick, and ale. 
to his F Friends, 


Thus 
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Thus he ſhewed himſelf, whether 
employ'd in Publick Buſineſs, or on 
Particular Occ fions, conſulted by his 
Friends, and for the diſcharge of his 
own Peculiar Province, all — know 
him muſt own, _he' underſtood, and 
attended it in every part: As a true 
Father of our Church, in his Ordina- 
rions, Inſtitutions, Confirmations and 
Viſitations ; as a Lord Spiritual in Par- 
liament in attending (as much as ever 
Health would permit) the Buſineſs of 
that Houſe, in promoting the Welfare 
and Security of our Church and Go- 
vernment in all his Aims, Speeches and 


Votes there: as an Eccleſiaſtical Judge 


in the good Orders of the Court, in 
the Amendment of Defects and Cor- 
rection of Abuſes and Offences, in the 
diſpatch of Buſineſs, and the juſtice of 
his: Sentences. +. 

Nie receiv d ſeveral Threats, and 
more than once had notice of ſuch 
Barbarous Deſigns againſt him, as 
would have aw'd a Man of an ordinary 


Spirit, or made one of leſs concern for 


his Duty, to have deſiſted from the 


further, diſcharge of it: in the Con- 


troverſies with the Papiſts, I mean, 
and chiefly in the time of the Po- 


Jil piſh- 
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piſh-Plot. But he did not diſcontinue 
nor ſlacken his Endeavours for this, 
no! he preſsd them cloſer, word 
their Pretences in ſtil] further Inſtances 
of great Learning and Judgment. At 
length he pur ſued them, till ſome came 
ſo near downright Impudence, as ſcur- 
rility of Language, and denial of plain 
fat; others to ſilence, or what is 


wore, little Cavils and ſecret Miſrepre- 
ſentations. Nay, ſome went ſo far, 


as either to deny that there were ſuch 
Authors, or ſuch Words in thoſe 
Authors, which he had quoted. Up- 
on notice of this he went to Court, 


and before the greateſt Perſons there, 


produced thoſe Books and the very 
Paſſages in them, which were chal- 
lenged, ſomewhat to the Confuſion, 
though not perhaps to the Convicti- 
on of ſuch, who make no ſcruple of 
arguing againſt the plain Evidence of 
their own Senſes. 

In fine, he was a Man of inlarged 


Capacities, and great Natural Abilities, 


of mighty Acquirements and conſtant 
Improvements; a greater thing need 


not be ſaid of each of them, than 


that they were truly anſwerable one to 


another. Confider him then in all 
| theſe 
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theſe Parts, and twill produce this juſt 
Reflect ion, that he knew every thing 
that was neceſſary, or of uſe in his 
Profeſſion and Station, and what he 
did know, twas juſtly and exactly. 
He was not to be contented with a 
Superficial Knowledge, for in Difficult 
Ciſes he had too great a love of the 
Truth to be eaſily ſatisfied, but the 
great reach of his Underſtanding made 
him ſoon Maſter of Things. He was 
not for heaping up a vaſt Maſs of 
Learning, and then lying buried, as it 
were, in the midſt of it: But as he had 
2 vaſt defire of Knowledge, ſo he was 
not at the pains of getting it, more 
for his Private Satisfaction, than the 
Publick Good. Nor was he fo loaded 
and incumbred with Learning ( the 
caſe of ſome eminent Men) as to be 
better able to tell what others have 
ſaid, than what was the propereſt to 
the Point, to abound ſo much with 
other Peoples Judgment- and very 
Words, as to loſe and confound their 
own. He was not all Quotations and 
Authorities, but as he well knew 4 
what others had ſaid before him, ſo | 
(only as was neceſſary) did he ſtate, 
confirm or refute their Opinions with 
| K | pro- 
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proper Remarks on them, ſtill advan- 
cing in the Point, and improving the 
Reader. Of ſo great a Stock and 
Variety of Knowledge too, never had 
Man more of what was uſeful and to 
his purpoſe, or readier and more at 
command, than he always ſhewed 
his was. „ 

Such was the Accuracy of his Taſte 
and Judgment, the Compaſs of his 
Knowledge and Experience, and ſuch 
his Care and Induſtry to employ them 
to the beſt Services, that it made a 
very conſiderable Perſon, and one of 
his great Friends ſay, 'twas 4. thouſand 
pities ſ extraordinary a Man as he, 
ſhould ever be taken from us, thinking, 
no doubt, he could hardly wiſh a grea- 


ter Benefit to the Publick, than that 


he ſhould laſt as long as that did, 
This was peculiarly eminent and 


diſtinguiſhing in his Character; that 


no one more happily joined the Man 


of Learning and Buſineſs together. Who 


better ſhewed that they were not in- 
conſiſtent, but improved by each o- 
ther's Company? Who attained both 
of them to a greater. Compaſs and 
Readineſs, or directed them to a better 
Advantage? To be ſo deeply and uni- 

ver- 
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verſally:Learned, that all Scholars who 
converfed with him, or bis Writings, 


admired him fort, thought it was 


His only, and a great Talent ; to be 
ſo well turned to, and skill'd in Go- 
vernment and Buſineſs, as to make 
Men always uſed to the management of 
them, think that muſt be his only 
Province; was a rare and valuable In- 
ſtance of the Extenſiveneſs and Appli- 


cation of his Genius. 


After theſe, it ought not to be for- 


gotten, how very agreeable and plea- 
ſant he could be, when he ſaw fit in 


Converſation, how true a Judge and 
Obſerver of Decorum, how exact in 
his Behaviour and proper in Addreſs. 


Theſe may be thought little things in 
him, that had ſo much greater; but 


yet I think they appear much the bet. 
ter and more extraordinary for that, 
and indeed generally ſerve to recom: 


mend thoſe greater things to the 


World, and frequently make them 


more uſeful and ſucceſsful. 

He was of a ſtrong healthy Conſti- 
tution, and in probability might have 
much longer enjoy'd it, had he not 
impaired- it by conſtant hard Study, 
which at length brought the Gout 
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upon him, the common Diſeaſe of a 
ſtadious ſedentary courſe of Life, and 
after above twenty Years ſtruggle, fix- 
ing in his Stomach, proved fatal. In 
this laſt Sickneſs he endured long and 
intenſe Pains with great Patience and 
Reſignation, and ſome few Days be- 
fore his End, deſired to receive the 
Sacrament, which was adminiſtred to 
him by his worthy Chaplain, the 
Reverend Dr. Goodwyn, now Arch- 
deacon 'of Oxford, and then he decla- 
red, that hedied, as he conſtantly had 
lived, in Communion with the Church 
of England; that he had ſincerely 
endeavoured to perform his Duty, and 
to diſcharge thoſe Truſts he had recei- 
ved, and he thanked God for the 
Satisfaction of it now, ſo much above 
what any thing elſe could adminiſter 
to him. Thus dying with a quiet and 
ſerene Mind, he did humbly refign his 
Soul to God that gave it, which there 
is juſt reaſon to truſt was received into 
aſtate of a moſt happy and joyful Eter- 

—_— | 
Then he enterd on his great Re- 
ward, but left the Learned World de- 
ſtitute of one of its greateſt Ornaments; 
the Church of a. moſt vigilant and 
excel- 
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excellent Prelate; his Friends of a wiſe 


and faithful Counſellor, and his Chil- 


dren of a tender and careful Father; 


who by his prudent Advice and excel- 
lent Example, conſtantly made it his 


Buſineſs to promote their Welfare and 
J C 
He died at his Houſe in Parł- Street, 


Weſtminſter, the 27th. Day of March, 


1699, and from thence his Corps was 


carried to Morceſter, and decently in- 
terred among his Predeceſſors beliind 
the Choir in that Cathedral, in the 
ſame Grave where his late dear Conſort 
was laid about two Years before. Near 
which, his Son, the Reverend Mr. 


Stillingfleet Canon of that Church, and 


Executor of his laſt Will, has erected 
an Elegant Monument, whereon is the 
following Inſcription, written by the 


Learned Dr. Bentley his former Chap- 
lain, Lia 
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Ex Decano Feel 72 £ Paulin Epiſops 
Pat Vigornienſis. | 


Fam ibi, guicunque bæc | 
N je Boge Liter; Orbis 2 er, 
Ipſèe per ſe notus- 
Du Nelas Mortalibus interfuit, 
E 4 Santitate Morum, Oris u 
Dignitate, 
E. i Eraditionis Lande 
\ Ondiqqvenerandus." _ 


o in Humanioribus Literis ng" in 


Diini Tbeologi, f 
In Recondita Hiſtoria Antiquarii, in 
Scientiis 'Philoſophz, oll. 


Tr Legune Peritia Juriſconſulti, in civil | 


Prudentia Politica, 
In Eloquentia Univer, 
Faſces ultro ſubmiſerunt. 


Major unus in his Omnibus, quam alii 


in Singulis. 
UV: Bibliothecam ſuam, cui parem Orbis 
VIX habuit, 
Jura Pecłtus omnis Do@rine capax 
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Qu tamen nullot Libros noverat meliores, 
Quam quos ipſe multos ſcripſit ediditque 
Eccleſiæ Anglicans Defenſor ſemper 


: ; 


Natus eſt Cranborniz in Agro, 
{oo 8 
- Jule Geese 
In Matrimonio habuit Andream Gulielmi 
Dobbyns Gen. Filiam, 
0 Atque Ea defuncta, oath 
Elizabetham Nicolai Pedley Equitis - 
Femimas, quod unum dixiſſe ſatis eff, 
Tanto Marito digniſſimas. 
Obiit Meſtmonaſterii XXVII Mart 
4 = MDC EXXXKNITE. 
VNixit Annos LXIII, Menſes undecim. 
Tre, Liberos reliquit ſibi ſuperſtites, | 
Ex Priore Conjugio Edvardum, ex. Se- 
cundo Jacobum & Annam: 
Quorum Jacobus Collegis hujus Cathe- 
|  aralis Canonicus 
_ Patri Optimo Bene merenti 
Manumentum hoc poni curavit. 
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George Mortlock, at the Phenix in 
St. Paul's Church-Yard, viz. © 


T HE. Works of the Right Reverend Father in 
God, Edw. Stillingfleet, late Lord Biſhop of 


Worceſter. In 6 Vol. Fol. | 


The Antiquity of Nottinghamſhire, extracted 
out of the Records, Original Evidences, Ledger- 
Books, and other Manuſcripts and authentick 
Authorities; beautified with Mapps, Proſpects, 
and Portraicture. By Robert Thoroton, Dr. of 
Phyſick. Fo/. EL 

The Folly of Atheiſm, in 8 Sermons, preach'd 
at the Lecture Founded by the Honourable Robert 
Boyle, Eſq; As alſo a Diſſertation upon the Epi- 
ftles of Phaiaris ; with aa Anſwer to the Obje- 


ctions of the Honourable Charles Boyle, Eſq; 


Both by Richard Bentley, D. D. Maſter of Tri- 
nity College, Cambridge, and Chaplain in Ordi- 


nary to Her Majeſty. To which may be added, 


A Chronological Account of the Life of Pythago- 
ras, and other famous Men, his Contemporaries: 
By the Right Reverend Father in God, William, 
Lord Biſhop of Morceſter. | | 
A Seaſonable Advice concerning Quakeriſm, 
By 7. Stilling fleet, Rector of Beckingham in Lin- 
re. ͤ : ._ -. 1 
Several Eſſays in Political Arithmeticx; Con- 
cerning the Growth of the City of London, and 
a Compariſon between London and Pars : as like- 
wiſe between London and France. By Sr. Wil- 


liam Petty, late Fellow of the Royal Society. 
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